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Message from President Judith Diment MBE

Bulletin 4th August 2026

The Rotary year has got off to a memorable start with excellent speakers attracting good attendance from 

members and visiting Rotarians. We welcomed District Governor Sree Vallipuram at the President’s induction 

meeting who outlined his priorities for the year: peace building and increasing membership. 

The Dean of St Pauls Cathedral The Very Reverend Andrew Tremlett, Dean of St Paul’s Cathedral gave a 

fascinating insight into the life and mission of the Cathedral, which receives 8,000 worshippers a week. We gave 

him a donation of £250 to support the youth choir. We heard from the incredible Rotarian Jasmine Harrison, 

Rotary in Great Britain and Ireland Young Citizen Award Winner 2023, who sailed solo around the world in a 5.8 

metre boat in the Mini Globe Race. Her courage is an inspiration to us all. I arranged for her to speak and 

accompanied her to Brookmans Park Rotary which was very well attended by Rotarians from many clubs.

We welcomed Dr Chris Puttock and Terrell Erickson who gave a fascinating presentation on the vital role 

wetlands play in sustaining ecosystems, wildlife and human communities. They generously donated £10,000 to 

support our Thames seagrass project. The following da,y I accompanied them to Slimbridge, the pioneering 

wetland s reserve established by Sir Peter Scott on the Severn estuary. We met with Jane Samuels, 

Commonwealth Human Ecology Council who we are working with on the Antigua mangroves and pollination 

project as a legacy for the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting in November.
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Message from President Judith Diment MBE

We had a wonderful social evening at Love’s Labours Lost in St 

James Garden Square. In August, we have informal lunches in 

the restaurant and the first one this week attracted 19 members 

and visiting Rotarians from Pakistan and Malaysia, and enjoyed 

by all..

Enjoy the summer and we look forward to seeing you on 7th 

September. .

Warm regards

Judith Diment MBE

Photos of this week’s informal lunch taken by Past President 

HIko are on this link:

https://photos.app.goo.gl/c5J6g86b7VKm9auq5

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphotos.app.goo.gl%2Fc5J6g86b7VKm9auq5&data=05%7C02%7C%7C155ba255b58c425046f108def1a204e9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639213875314806102%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pilGhwjYrRi7tV1ZMQkWUtcxlHB%2FH64W%2FA7mYgHLR3M%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphotos.app.goo.gl%2Fc5J6g86b7VKm9auq5&data=05%7C02%7C%7C155ba255b58c425046f108def1a204e9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639213875314806102%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pilGhwjYrRi7tV1ZMQkWUtcxlHB%2FH64W%2FA7mYgHLR3M%3D&reserved=0
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August Informal Lunches – Join Us!

We are pleased to announce that during August, our club will be holding informal lunches for our 

members, guests, and any overseas visitors. These will take place on Monday 10th, 17th and 24th 

August, and will be hosted by the Chesterfield events team at the special cost of £33.50 per person.

Each lunch will include a two-course meal followed by coffee or tea and chocolates – a perfect 

opportunity to relax and enjoy good company in an informal setting.

Please note: Advance booking is required. If you would like to join us, please contact Clive Amos by 

email at clive.amos@hotmail.co.uk by 8:00pm on the preceding Thursday to reserve your place.

We hope many of you will take this opportunity to enjoy these informal gatherings with friends old and 

new.
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CONGRATULATIONS!

Congratulations to Bharat Pandya.a member of the Rotary Club of Borivli, Mumbai, India, who has 

been selected to become Rotary International President for 2028-29.  Meet the President-

nominee: on.rotary.org/4fGbxAg

https://www.facebook.com/RotaryPresident?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZbWPrUBPesNUlVIC345RwAgDQ1sKINx8HPqUQR3aS8E3yhwW8XT4CfcYfer3ZHYC2uLwgLOtXU5RbScLR7hFtITShJDbrPP7KWAQ2Jy6-8SzGn9Y6CXM3r6MJv4rExn8Y06p8lAgrmB7YeDBOcQuqutU5gNfLzcUQJiCiYRqnVmNAU3JFO5kyOCP37W2vyoNvQ&__tn__=-%5DK-R
http://on.rotary.org/4fGbxAg?fbclid=IwcGRvZgVleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF2STVvMTVkOHFlTnNTbjZ1c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHkfCrgdLZFmCOf-8QRucvm7AWbUSylUsvlP3p1jkS8wZNrsd6FLfT5I71jT8_aem_PwQNxLrltzWJAZVItx4G3g
http://on.rotary.org/4fGbxAg?fbclid=IwcGRvZgVleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF2STVvMTVkOHFlTnNTbjZ1c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHkfCrgdLZFmCOf-8QRucvm7AWbUSylUsvlP3p1jkS8wZNrsd6FLfT5I71jT8_aem_PwQNxLrltzWJAZVItx4G3g
http://on.rotary.org/4fGbxAg?fbclid=IwcGRvZgVleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETF2STVvMTVkOHFlTnNTbjZ1c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHkfCrgdLZFmCOf-8QRucvm7AWbUSylUsvlP3p1jkS8wZNrsd6FLfT5I71jT8_aem_PwQNxLrltzWJAZVItx4G3g
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The first meeting of the Rotary Club of 

London was marked by an inaugural 

dinner, attended by 18 founder members, 

that was held at Simpsons in the Strand 

on the 3rd August 1911, a year before the 

Club was admitted to the International 

Association of Rotary Clubs.

Hugh and I led a celebration lunch on the 

3rd August 2011 at Simpsons to recognise 

the 100 years, and we also edited the 100 

Years Book which sadly is now out of 

print.

Janet Kirk, Honorary Member

Happy 114th Anniversary
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DIARY DATES IN SEPTEMBER 

Save these dates in your diary!

7th September RCL - Meeting Business meeting Speaker Edwin Velarde on Diabetes

14th September - International Peace Day Lunch, new format with one keynote speaker Professor Colin 

McIinnes and introducing a new Peace Project in London

10-13th September - Rotary European Summit 2026 in Rotterdam

21st September - Meet our Members

25-27th September - President’s House Party in Margate

28th September RCL - Meeting Speaker Martin Gosling on Fighting the Fire at Windsor Castle
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DIARY DATES IN SEPTEMBER 

THE GLOBAL DIABETES EPIDEMIC

Suffering from type-1 diabetes for more than three decades, Rotarian Edwin A. 

Velarde developed a new nutrition programme and with a cycling lifestyle turned 

his condition around. Edwin now dedicates his newfound energy to raising 

awareness of “The Global Diabetes Epidemic”.  During more recent Rotary 

International Conventions, Edwin had pedalled his bicycle under the flag of EPiC

Journey Against Diabetes, to raise awareness about diabetes, its perils and “The 

Global Diabetes Epidemic”. In 2017, Edwin joined the Board of Directors of the 

Rotary Action Group for Diabetes (RAGD) and in 2018 he established the goals 

and focus of the organization. 

Edwin’s Rotary roles include: Chair & President, Rotary Action Group for Diabetes 

(2019-2023) (2026-2029) Chair of Development, Rotary Action Group for 

Diabetes (2026-2029) Founder, EPiC Journey Against Diabetes, President, 

Rotary Club of Westlake Village (2012-2013).

Book on this link: https://buytickets.at/rotarycluboflondon2/2328268

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbuytickets.at%2Frotarycluboflondon2%2F2328268&data=05%7C02%7C%7C33279fd0e99d4baf56d608deeccfc2af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639208574245912775%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1l872NzywvUAk3wi17OkJMvPhmJAqk8AJstTbTfxWn0%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbuytickets.at%2Frotarycluboflondon2%2F2328268&data=05%7C02%7C%7C33279fd0e99d4baf56d608deeccfc2af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639208574245912775%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1l872NzywvUAk3wi17OkJMvPhmJAqk8AJstTbTfxWn0%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbuytickets.at%2Frotarycluboflondon2%2F2328268&data=05%7C02%7C%7C33279fd0e99d4baf56d608deeccfc2af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639208574245912775%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1l872NzywvUAk3wi17OkJMvPhmJAqk8AJstTbTfxWn0%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbuytickets.at%2Frotarycluboflondon2%2F2328268&data=05%7C02%7C%7C33279fd0e99d4baf56d608deeccfc2af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639208574245912775%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1l872NzywvUAk3wi17OkJMvPhmJAqk8AJstTbTfxWn0%3D&reserved=0
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DIARY DATES IN SEPTEMBER 

Professor Colin McInnes is Emeritus Professor of International Politics at 
Aberystwyth University and Research Lead at the Academi Heddwch Cymru 
(Wales’s national peace institute). He was previously Pro Vice-Chancellor for 
Research, at Aberystwyth University, where he also held the UNESCO Chair in 
HIV/AIDS and Health Security. He was elected a Fellow of the Academy of 
Social Sciences, Fellow of the Learned Society of Wales, a Fellow of the Royal 
Society for the Arts and was the inaugural recipient of the Wales Social 
Research Awards ‘Special Achievement Award’.
He was a Special Adviser to the House of Commons Defence Committee, 
Chair of the British International Studies Association, Chair of the UK National 
Commission for UNESCO and represented the UK at UNESCO’s Executive 
Board and at UNESCO’s Social and Human Sciences Commission. His 
research focuses on positive peace, and on the politics of global health. He is 
widely published and has worked with a range of public sector and charitable 
bodies, including most recently leading work at the World Health Organisation 
to develop a framework to improve civil-military relations in health 
emergencies. In 2025 he was appointed a member of the Welsh Government’s 
Expert Group on Social Cohesion.

Booking Link: https://buytickets.at/rotarycluboflondon2/2328268

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbuytickets.at%2Frotarycluboflondon2%2F2328268&data=05%7C02%7C%7C33279fd0e99d4baf56d608deeccfc2af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639208574245912775%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1l872NzywvUAk3wi17OkJMvPhmJAqk8AJstTbTfxWn0%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbuytickets.at%2Frotarycluboflondon2%2F2328268&data=05%7C02%7C%7C33279fd0e99d4baf56d608deeccfc2af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639208574245912775%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1l872NzywvUAk3wi17OkJMvPhmJAqk8AJstTbTfxWn0%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbuytickets.at%2Frotarycluboflondon2%2F2328268&data=05%7C02%7C%7C33279fd0e99d4baf56d608deeccfc2af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639208574245912775%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1l872NzywvUAk3wi17OkJMvPhmJAqk8AJstTbTfxWn0%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbuytickets.at%2Frotarycluboflondon2%2F2328268&data=05%7C02%7C%7C33279fd0e99d4baf56d608deeccfc2af%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639208574245912775%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1l872NzywvUAk3wi17OkJMvPhmJAqk8AJstTbTfxWn0%3D&reserved=0
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MEET OUR MEMBERS

Introducing “Meet Our Members”

We are launching a new opportunity for Rotary Club of London members to introduce themselves, share their personal and professional 

experiences, and bring their knowledge, ideas and expertise to the Club.

During selected Club meetings, members will be given 10 minutes to share or present something about themselves. This could include their 

career, personal journey, community involvement, area of expertise, passions, achievements or an experience that could inspire and bring value to 

fellow Rotarians.

These special sessions will be called MEET OUR MEMBERS and are scheduled for:

● Monday 21 September 2026

● Monday 12 October 2026

● Monday 2 November 2026

● Monday 25 January 2027

● Monday 26 April 2027

Every member has a story to tell, knowledge to share and something valuable to contribute. These sessions will help us learn more about one 

another, discover the diverse backgrounds and talents within our Club, and strengthen our connections as Rotarians.

Please come forward and add your name to the list of participating members.

To express your interest, contact Elisabeth at elisabeth07816@gmail.com.
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President Judith’s Weekend
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Members’ News 

LOSING POUNDS FOR POLIO

The challenge is on!  Past President Ian Balcombe, who’s District 
Governor-Elect of Rotary in London, has taken on a challenge with 
immediate Past District Governor Adrian Faiers (pictured left) to 
lose weight with a sponsored slim to raise funds for Rotary’s End 
Polio Now Campaign.  

The weigh in was at the District Council on 23rd July and the weigh 
out is at the District Council on 17th November. 

WEIGH IN results: Adrian: 20st 1.8lb, Ian: 14st 12.6lb.  They 
anticipate losing between 2 and 4 stone between them!.  

Here’s a link to their fundraising page set up by Rotary GB&I: 
https://rotaryfoundationgbi.beaconforms.com/form/d24b3f6d
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Nepal Update  

Report on how they spent funds that we sent to HORAC in Nepal

REPORT ON GRANT RECEIVED FROM LONDON ROTARY CLUB - School Fees and Essential Food Support July 2026

HORAC Nepal extends its sincere gratitude to the London Rotary Club for its generous grant of GBP 980 (approximately NPR 

193,500) to support the urgent needs of the children in our care. We offer our special thanks to Mr. Tim Waugh for presenting and 

supporting HORAC Nepal's request. His continued concern, guidance, and recommendation helped make this timely assistance 

possible. The contribution enabled HORAC Nepal to make an immediate payment toward the children's outstanding school fees 

and to purchase essential food items for the home. 

This support has reduced pressure on our limited resources and helped us protect two basic needs: uninterrupted education and

daily nutrition. On behalf of the children, staff, and HORAC Nepal family, we thank every member of the London Rotary Club for 

standing with us at a time of urgent need. Your kindness has brought practical relief and renewed hope. 

With heartfelt appreciation, HORAC Nepal Family

HORAC Nepal provides a safe home, care, education, and daily support to orphaned and vulnerable children. Reduced donor and 

volunteer support has placed considerable pressure on the organization, while the costs of education and food continue to require 

immediate attention.
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Nepal Update  

HORAC Nepal paid NPR 100,000 directly toward the children's school fees. The remaining NPR 93,500 was used to purchase food 

items required for the children's daily meals.

Project Outcome: The school payment reduced the outstanding school-fee balance from NPR 235,765 to NPR 135,765 through 

June 2026, as acknowledged by Shubhakamana Academy. The food allocation strengthened HORAC Nepal's ability to continue 

providing regular meals during a period of financial strain.

The grant from the London Rotary Club was fully utilized for the urgent needs described in HORAC Nepal's proposal. NPR 100,000 

was paid toward the children's school fees, helping protect continuity in their education, and NPR 93,500 was used to purchase 

essential food items for their daily care. This assistance arrived at an important time and provided immediate relief to HORAC 

Nepal. Beyond its financial value, the grant reassured the children and the HORAC Nepal family that caring friends and partners 

continue to stand beside them. HORAC Nepal remains sincerely grateful to Mr. Tim Waugh and the London Rotary Club for their 

trust, compassion, and continued commitment to vulnerable children in Nepal.

We have supported them on and off for years and they have always been appreciative and given us reports. I find this heartening 

as this type of follow up often fails to materialise with other recipients of support.

Tim Waugh
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IN MEMORY OF

Past Club President Ralph Land
It is with sadness that I have to announce the passing 

of Past President Ralph Land on 22nd July. 

He braved his dementia affliction for a considerable 

time and was fortunately able to remain at home under 

the supervision and support of his carers. 

Earlier in May, his twin brother passed on after a short 

illness and now Ralph has departed just 3 months later. 

Reaching the age of 98 in October proved a step too 

far. The sons of Ralph would like me to share this news 

with fellow Rotarians who will have known him.

His funeral will be held at Golders Green Crematorium 

on Monday, 17th August at 14.00 hours.  Please 

contact me as soon as possible if you would like to 

attend so that the family can make arrangements. 

PP Vasi Hollinghurst-Daniel, Almoner, RCL
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Birthdays 

Celebrating our Birthdays 
We are delighted to celebrate the following members with 

birthdays in July and the start of August:

Peter Savblom 5th August

Judith Diment 7th August

Kapil Rijal 16th August

Roger Gewolb 25th August

If your name is not included, please reply to this email so we can 

celebrate you too.

Thank you.
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Your Feedback Matters!

We hope you enjoyed this week’s bulletin. We’d love to hear from you!

Whether it’s your news, ideas or updates, your contributions help reflect our vibrant community. Share your stories insights or feedback with us at 

eveconway@hotmail.co.uk.
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