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Message from President Judith Diment MBE

Bulletin 21 July 2026

Our Rotary International President Yinka Babalola is putting a strong emphasis on 

membership to increase our ability to Create Lasting Impact which depends on the strength 

and diversity of our members. 

Rotary’s goal is to reach 1.25 million Rotarians and retain at least 125,000 Rotaractors by 

2030, to coincide with a historic milestone: Rotary’s 125th anniversary.

So, it is important that we focus on membership at club level. The Rotary Club of London is 

receiving a lot of inquiries about membership and we have been inducting many new 

members.

Every new member brings new ideas, energy, and opportunities. When we truly welcome 

others and share our stories, we expand Rotary’s reach and deepen valuable connections.

Another way of increasing membership and expanding our reach is Corporate Membership.
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I have had meetings with two prospective Corporate Members during the past 

week and I encourage you to let me know if you know of any organisations or 

companies that you believe would make good Corporate Members of our Club.

This week, we heard from the incredible Rotarian Jasmine Harrison, Rotary in 

Great Britain and Ireland Young Citizen Award Winner 2023, who sailed solo 

around the world in a 5.8 metre boat in the Mini Globe Race. Her courage is an 

inspiration to us all. 

We were also visited by Rotarians from Japan, Pakistan, the United States and 

Scotland showing the international appeal of the Rotary Club of London.  

So, come along and get involved.  We have an exciting programme ahead!  

Judith Diment MBE

Photos of this week’s meeting taken by Past President HIko are on this link:

https://photos.app.goo.gl/a61eEdWAT2nE7dtPA

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphotos.app.goo.gl%2Fa61eEdWAT2nE7dtPA&data=05%7C02%7C%7C7c37c535a15f472dc33308dee7130358%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639202265996216651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XIwP7AWxMqMruIJ%2BgvqPvrtHBQC2EhzjUxYGvGH7cOo%3D&reserved=0
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EXCITING JULY - BOOK NOW 

Dr Chris Puttock

Chris has over 50 years’ experience in environmental 

conservation and restoration. He holds a doctorate in 

systematic botany, has described new plant and algae 

species, developed habitat restoration databases, 

authored an award-winning wetlands book, and spent 15 

years specialising in mangrove restoration.

A founding director of ESRAG in 2015, Chris served as its 

first Executive Director, later Chair, and now Senior 

Strategic Advisor. During his leadership, ESRAG grew 

from fewer than 250 members to over 1,450 across 12 

regional chapters.

He currently chairs the Advisory Board of the 26 Rotary 

Action Groups and the Rotary Action Group for 

Endangered Species. Chris is passionate about 

protecting biodiversity and preventing irreversible 

ecological damage.

Terrell Ann Erickson

Terrell returned to Hawaii in 2022 after a 30-year federal 

conservation career and a period in private 

environmental consulting.

She is Vice President of the Friends of Oahu National 

Wildlife Refuges, leading bird tours and supporting the 

restoration of native forests and wetlands. A Rotarian 

since 2023, she is a member of the Rotary Club of 

Metropolitan Honolulu and is active in Rotary Action 

Groups focused on endangered species, water, sanitation 

and freshwater.

Terrell held senior roles with the U.S. Navy, U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers and USDA Natural Resources 

Conservation Service. She holds degrees in Political 

Science and Environmental Science and continues to 

advise on wetland and stream restoration projects.

BOOK NOW (Before Friday 24 July at 12pm) 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2246766

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2246766
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2246766
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2246766
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2246766
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August Informal Lunches – Join Us!

We are pleased to announce that during August, our club will be holding informal lunches for our 

members, guests, and any overseas visitors. These will take place on Monday 3rd, 10th, 17th and 24th 

August, and will be hosted by the Chesterfield events team at the special cost of £33.50 per person.

Each lunch will include a two-course meal followed by coffee or tea and chocolates – a perfect 

opportunity to relax and enjoy good company in an informal setting.

Please note: Advance booking is required. If you would like to join us, please contact Clive Amos by 

email at clive.amos@hotmail.co.uk by 8:00pm on the preceding Thursday to reserve your place.

We hope many of you will take this opportunity to enjoy these informal gatherings with friends old and 

new.
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DIARY DATES IN SEPTEMBER 

Save these dates in your diary!

7th September RCL - Meeting Business meeting Speaker Edwin Verlade on Diabetes

14th September - International Peace Day Lunch, new format with one keynote speaker Professor Colin 

McIinnes and introducing a new Peace Project in London

10-13th September - Rotary European Summit 2026 in Rotterdam

21st September - Meet our Members

25-27th September - President’s House Party in Margate

28th September RCL - Meeting Speaker Martin Gosling on Fighting the Fire at Windsor Castle
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MEET OUR MEMBERS

Introducing “Meet Our Members”

We are launching a new opportunity for Rotary Club of London members to introduce themselves, share their personal and professional 

experiences, and bring their knowledge, ideas and expertise to the Club.

During selected Club meetings, members will be given 10 minutes to share or present something about themselves. This could include their 

career, personal journey, community involvement, area of expertise, passions, achievements or an experience that could inspire and bring value to 

fellow Rotarians.

These special sessions will be called MEET OUR MEMBERS and are scheduled for:

● Monday 21 September 2026

● Monday 12 October 2026

● Monday 2 November 2026

● Monday 25 January 2027

● Monday 26 April 2027

Every member has a story to tell, knowledge to share and something valuable to contribute. These sessions will help us learn more about one 

another, discover the diverse backgrounds and talents within our Club, and strengthen our connections as Rotarians.

Please come forward and add your name to the list of participating members.

To express your interest, contact Elisabeth at elisabeth07816@gmail.com.
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President Judith’s Weekend
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An Incredible Journey Around the 

World with Jasmine Harrison

Members and guests were treated to a truly remarkable and inspiring evening at 

the Rotary Club of London meeting on Monday 20th July, when record-breaking 

adventurer and Rotary Young Citizen Award winner 2023 Jasmine Harrison 

shared the story of her extraordinary solo circumnavigation of the globe.

Jasmine, who is a Rotarian in Thirsk Rotary Club in Yorkshire, is no stranger to 

exceptional challenges and setting world records. She became the youngest 

woman to row solo across the Atlantic Ocean, the first woman to swim the length 

of Great Britain, and, most recently, the first British woman to complete a solo 

global circumnavigation in the smallest boat known to have undertaken such a 

voyage.

Her latest adventure took place aboard Numbatou, a colourful, handmade 

plywood yacht measuring just 5.8 metres — only 19 feet long.  26-year-old 

Jasmine completed the Mini Globe Race, a pioneering event in which competitors 

sailed identical, home-built boats around the world.

Over the course of 381 days, she travelled approximately 26,000 nautical miles, 

crossed four oceans and visited 15 countries. Her route took her from Portugal 

and Lanzarote across the Atlantic to Antigua, through Panama, across the vast 

Pacific Ocean, onward to Australia, the Indian Ocean, South Africa, St Helena, 

Brazil and eventually back to Antigua.
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An Incredible Journey Around the 

World with Jasmine Harrison

Jasmine spoke with great honesty and humour about the realities of the challenge. When she began, she had only been sailing for around a year and admitted that the first

qualifying voyage from Portugal to Lanzarote was a true “baptism of fire”. Exhaustion, difficult weather and limited experience made the early stages extremely 

demanding.However, as the journey progressed, Jasmine developed a deep understanding of her boat, the weather and the oceans. She learned to navigate powerful currents, 

repair damaged sails and make difficult decisions under pressure, often while completely alone and thousands of miles from land.

Life aboard Numbatou was basic. There was no fridge, no toilet and only limited electricity generated through solar panels — which were regularly covered by visiting seabirds! 

Jasmine described breathtaking sunsets, remarkable wildlife encounters, violent storms, ripped sails and enormous waves.

One of the most dramatic moments came as she approached Cape Town. With fierce winds blowing from Table Mountain, she spent approximately 16 hours attempting to 

complete the final mile to the finish line. Exhausted and close to asking for assistance, Jasmine continued until the wind finally changed and allowed her to reach safety.

Her journey also included an unexpected swimming challenge at St Helena. After casually suggesting that she could swim around the island, Jasmine found herself attempting the 

feat. She swam for 19 hours and covered around 30 miles before deciding to stop, having faced strong currents and even a six-foot Galápagos shark. Rather than viewing this as a 

failure, Jasmine explained that it taught her one of the most important lessons of the entire adventure: knowing when to stop can require as much courage as continuing.

Throughout her voyage, Rotary played a very special role.  Club member past Rotary International Director Eve Conway contacted fellow RI Directors, District Governors and local 

Rotarians to make sure she received a warm welcome wherever she docked.  Rotarians welcomed Jasmine at ports around the world, offering meals, accommodation, practical 

support and friendship. She also participated in a Rotary project in Panama, helping to deliver essential supplies to children in an isolated riverside community.

Jasmine proudly displayed the Rotary logo on both her sail and the hull of her boat, becoming a wonderful ambassador for Rotary International throughout her journey.

During the lively question-and-answer session, Jasmine spoke about loneliness, resilience, fear, finance and the pressure of fulfilling promises made to supporters and sponsors. 

She explained that she rarely felt lonely because she remained in contact with other competitors and knew that they were sharing the same experience, even when they were far 

beyond the horizon.

Of the 15 sailors who began the challenge, 11 completed the full circumnavigation. Despite the extreme conditions, all the boats and sailors survived, although the fleet 

experienced broken ribs, damaged sails, injuries and even one sailor being swept overboard before managing to climb back aboard.
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An Incredible Journey Around the 

World with Jasmine Harrison

Jasmine also revealed that Numbatou has now been sold to another British sailor, who intends to 

participate in the next Mini Globe Race in 2029. Although saying goodbye to the boat was 

emotional, Jasmine remains connected to the sailing community and is already looking forward 

to returning to the water.

Her message to members was simple but powerful:

“Just do it, follow your heart” and “be stronger than your excuses.”

In giving the vote of thanks, Vice-President Elisabeth Reyes described Jasmine as an incredible 

and inspiring young woman and expressed the Club’s immense pride in everything she had 

achieved.

Club President Judith presented her with the Club’s speaker certificate.  Then past RI Director Eve 

surprised Jasmine by presenting her with a Paul Harris Sapphire pin to mark her incredible 

journey and service in promoting Rotary.

It was an unforgettable evening filled with adventure, laughter, honesty and inspiration — and a 

wonderful reminder of what can be achieved through courage, determination and the support of 

the Rotary family.

You can view photos of the meeting taken by Past President HIko on this link:

https://photos.app.goo.gl/a61eEdWAT2nE7dtPA

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphotos.app.goo.gl%2Fa61eEdWAT2nE7dtPA&data=05%7C02%7C%7C7c37c535a15f472dc33308dee7130358%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639202265996216651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XIwP7AWxMqMruIJ%2BgvqPvrtHBQC2EhzjUxYGvGH7cOo%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphotos.app.goo.gl%2Fa61eEdWAT2nE7dtPA&data=05%7C02%7C%7C7c37c535a15f472dc33308dee7130358%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639202265996216651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XIwP7AWxMqMruIJ%2BgvqPvrtHBQC2EhzjUxYGvGH7cOo%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphotos.app.goo.gl%2Fa61eEdWAT2nE7dtPA&data=05%7C02%7C%7C7c37c535a15f472dc33308dee7130358%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639202265996216651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XIwP7AWxMqMruIJ%2BgvqPvrtHBQC2EhzjUxYGvGH7cOo%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphotos.app.goo.gl%2Fa61eEdWAT2nE7dtPA&data=05%7C02%7C%7C7c37c535a15f472dc33308dee7130358%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639202265996216651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XIwP7AWxMqMruIJ%2BgvqPvrtHBQC2EhzjUxYGvGH7cOo%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphotos.app.goo.gl%2Fa61eEdWAT2nE7dtPA&data=05%7C02%7C%7C7c37c535a15f472dc33308dee7130358%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639202265996216651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XIwP7AWxMqMruIJ%2BgvqPvrtHBQC2EhzjUxYGvGH7cOo%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphotos.app.goo.gl%2Fa61eEdWAT2nE7dtPA&data=05%7C02%7C%7C7c37c535a15f472dc33308dee7130358%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639202265996216651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XIwP7AWxMqMruIJ%2BgvqPvrtHBQC2EhzjUxYGvGH7cOo%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fphotos.app.goo.gl%2Fa61eEdWAT2nE7dtPA&data=05%7C02%7C%7C7c37c535a15f472dc33308dee7130358%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639202265996216651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XIwP7AWxMqMruIJ%2BgvqPvrtHBQC2EhzjUxYGvGH7cOo%3D&reserved=0


Royal Blue
R23,G69,B143

Azure
R0,G93,B170

Sky Blue 
R1,G180,B231

Violet
R135,G33,B117

Orange
R255,G118,B0

Gold
R247,G168,B27

Cranberry
R217,G27, B92

Turquoise
R0,G153,B153

Rotary Leadership Colors

Secondary Colors

11

Fun at the Soho Village Fete 

Soho Village Fete - Sunday 19th July 2026

Each year the Soho Society organise a Fete in the garden of St Anne's Church, Soho and the 

Rotary Club of London support this with both a financial contribution and by volunteering to help 

with the organisation of the fete.

This year Emely Dlamini, Community Chair, and Stuart Castledine went along as volunteers.

The 500 capacity of the garden was quickly reached with a long queue forming to Shaftesbury 

Avenue.

The Belles of London City Morris Dancers started the day off at noon and set the standard for an 

afternoon of excellent entertainment and games.

Our two volunteers helped on the Soho Society (organisers of the event) Stall selling Raffle 

tickets like hot cakes.

The afternoon included a lot of music, a spaghetti eating competition, a tug of war competition 

between Soho Fire Brigade and Police and the 51st Running of the world famous Soho Waiters 

race.

The sun shone making the afternoon thoroughly enjoyable and a well recommend community 

event to support, either as a volunteer or attendee.

Stuart Castledine
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Birthdays 

Celebrating our Birthdays 
We are delighted to celebrate the following members with 

birthdays in July:

Tony Colman - 24th July

Sarah Field  - 25th July

Luxshman Somanathan - 25th July

Hiko Tanaka - 26th July

Janet Kirk - 26th July

If your name is not included, please reply to this email so we can 

celebrate you too.

Thank you.
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Members’ News 

I would like to express my sincere thanks to all of the members who kindly sent flowers, cards, messages and birthday wishes, Your 

thoughtfulness meant a great deal to me, and I am very grateful to everyone who helped make my birthday so special.  

Anahita Harris,

Immediate Past President, The Rotary Club of London

Health Update

Peter Savblom is still on antibiotics after being bitten by an insect - he has Lynne Disease   He is still in Sweden.  He has no energy and gets fog 

brain and finds concentration really difficult.  He hopes to get back to routine and Rotary soon.  

Past President Vasi, Almoner
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IN MEMORY OF

Dear Fellow Rotarians,

This is a gentle reminder of the funeral arrangements for Past President Giovanni Marenghi, whose passing we remember with great 

sadness and gratitude for his service, friendship and contribution to the Rotary Club of London.

Requiem Mass:

St Ann’s Catholic Church, Kingston Hill, KT2 7LX

11.00am on Friday 24 July

There is a decent-sized car park at the rear of the church.

Burial:

Cobham Cemetery, Tilt Road, KT11 3EZ

1.00pm

Please note that parking at the cemetery is extremely limited.

Following the burial, everyone is warmly invited to join the family at The Running Mare, KT11 3EZ for food and refreshments.

For catering purposes, please RSVP to genevieve.daly@gmail.com

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Alzheimer’s Society in Giovanni’s memory via his memorial page.
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Your Feedback Matters!

We hope you enjoyed this week’s bulletin. We’d love to hear from you!

Whether it’s your news, ideas or updates, your contributions help reflect our vibrant community. Share your stories insights or feedback with us at 

eveconway@hotmail.co.uk.
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