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From the O2 to the UN!

On World Polio Day I joined 20 Rotarians from London and Kent for a sponsored walk over
the roof of the O2 arena. We were led by District Governors Adrian Faiers and Brian Dunne. It
was an exhilarating climb with breathtaking views and an unforgettable adventure.

It is 52 metres above ground level and on the viewing platform at the top we enjoyed 360-
degree panoramic views of iconic London landmarks, including Canary Wharf, The Shard,
and the Olympic Park. We were blessed with a clear blue sky and sunshine!

It was quite steep going up and we wore a harness but going down the other side was much
more difficult! But all worth while as we raised $28,000 for the polio programme.

The next day I flew to Zurich to support Rotarians in Switzerland who organised a wonderful
concert in Lucerne which raised ChF 48,000 for the polio programme.

I then went to New York for the Prix Galien Foundation USA Awards.  The first evening was
at the UN for the Prix Galien Foundation Presidentôs Dinner for the inaugural  Ecohealth
Awards, for innovation to improve the human condition. The winner was Infinite Cooling, a
climate technology company redefining how industries approach cooling efficiency and water
use. I am proud to have been a judge for this award which demonstrates the wide range of
innovation seeking to solve the impact of climate change on health. 

Congratulations to all the companies nominated including Rotarian Angela Tenbroekôs
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company The Hubery which provides a transformative pathway for advancing food security,
environmental stewardship and human wellbeing.

It was a wonderful evening,  the ten nominees demonstrated inspiring innovation to alleviate
the impact of climate change on health

The second day I attended a conference on health and the Galien Foundation USA Awards for
the life sciences held at the American Museum of Natural History. 

Michael J. Fox, founder of the foundation that bears his name, was honoured with a lifetime
achievement award for his courageous and persistent efforts to find answers and therapeutic
solutions for Parkinsonôs disease. His Foundation has invested over $2 billion for research into
Parkinsonôs diseases.
Judith Diment MBE
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