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April at a Glance - A Month in Review



A Weekend to Remember — My President’s Weekend at Hampton Manor

Dear Fellow Rotarians and Friends,

As | reflect on my wonderful President’s Weekend at Hampton Manor, |
would like to extend my heartfelt thanks to each and every one of you who
joined me in celebrating such a special occasion.

It was not only a joy to share such a memorable weekend together, but also a
true privilege to be surrounded by the warmth, friendship, and spirit that so
beautifully define our Club.

| am deeply grateful to all our members who, throughout this year, have
stood by me with unwavering support, generosity, and commitment. Your
contributions—whether through service, fellowship, leadership, or simply
your presence—have made this a truly successful, fulfilling, and memorable
year.

This presidency has been an honour | will always cherish, made all the more
meaningful because of each of you. Together, we have strengthened our



Club, deepened our impact, and created moments that will stay with me for
a lifetime.

Thank you for your trust, your encouragement, and your friendship. | look
forward to continuing our journey together and supporting the Club in the
years ahead.

With my very best wishes and sincere appreciation,

Anahita Harris

President 2025 - 2026

Rotary Club of London







Paul Ryb: Driving Innovation in Eye Health

Paul Ryb, a UK ophthalmic venture capital specialist and advocate for the
visually impaired, is leading a call to transform how eye health innovation is
funded. Combining his background in investment banking with his personal
experience of sight loss, he is championing a more strategic, investment-led
approach to tackling eye disease and preventable blindness.

He highlighted a significant gap in the UK: despite world-class research,
ophthalmology remains underfunded compared to fields like oncology and
cardiology. While sight loss charities generate substantial income, only a
small proportion is directed towards research—and largely through grants
rather than scalable investment models capable of delivering real patient
outcomes.

By contrast, the United States has built a more dynamic ecosystem, where
venture capital plays a central role in advancing innovation. Through his work
with leading US funds, Paul is helping to bridge the gap between early
research and commercialisation—an essential step in bringing new
treatments to patients.

Paul’s own journey with dry macular disease has deeply shaped his mission.
Diagnosed in his 30s, he experienced first-hand the challenges of sight loss.
While medical treatments remain limited, advances in assistive technology,



alongside strong community support, have enabled him to rebuild
independence and continue both his professional and sporting pursuits.

Looking ahead, Paul believes the UK has a unique opportunity to adopt a
more entrepreneurial, investment-focused model—potentially through a
dedicated ophthalmic venture fund. By aligning charities, investors, and
institutions, he envisions accelerating innovation and delivering meaningful
improvements in patient outcomes.

Photo link 13th April

https://photos.app.goo.gl/EQhckH6rBaV8pRWEG

R7 Brussels Meeting — A Celebration of International Impact

The recent R7 meeting in Brussels was a great success, bringing together
European Rotary clubs for a day of collaboration and inspiration. Beautifully
organised by Maurice Masson, the visit included a tour of the iconic
Atomium and a meeting at the striking Royale Belge building. Clubs shared
impactful international projects—from healthcare initiatives in Nepal and


https://photos.app.goo.gl/EQhckH6rBaV8pRWE6

Ukraine to education and Al-focused programmes—highlighting the strength
of Rotary’s global network. The day concluded with a memorable evening at
Chateau Sainte-Anne, reinforcing the power of fellowship and international
partnership at the heart of the R7 community.

Representing the Rotary Club of London were President Anahita Harris,
accompanied by her husband Nigel Harris, alongside Tim and Gaby Waugh,
Nono Hardy, and Nahed Elhusseiny.

As President of the Rotary Club of London, | would like to extend my sincere
thanks to our very own Rotarian Tim Waugh for his outstanding leadership in
guiding the R7 meetings so successfully over the past seven years.

Unite for Foundation Day — Inspiring Impact Across the District

The Unite for Foundation Day brought together Rotarians from across the
District for an inspiring and impactful programme. The day combined
reflections on the history of The Rotary Foundation with showcases of
outstanding District and Global Grant projects—from seagrass restoration in



the UK and hurricane recovery in Jamaica to education, clean water, and
healthcare initiatives across Uganda, Indonesia, South Africa, and beyond. A
strong focus on End Polio Now reinforced Rotary’s global mission, while
contributions from Global and Peace Scholars highlighted the importance of
investing in future leaders.

Smoothly and thoughtfully delivered, the event was expertly brought
together by District Foundation Chair Christine Wong, whose leadership
ensured a truly engaging and meaningful day. It concluded with an uplifting
call to action on how we can all drive lasting change through the Foundation,
alongside well-deserved recognition of those leading this vital work.

It was wonderful to see the Rotary Club of London so well represented by
President Anahita Harris, Vice President and President-Elect Judith Diment
MBE, District Governor Nominee and Past President lan Balcombe, Second
Vice President Elect Gillian Balcombe, and Foundation Chair Saumen Ray—
each contributing to the strength and spirit of our Club within the wider
Rotary family.




A Swinging Success: Rotary Golf Day Raises £14,000 for Children’s Charities

Our recent Golf Day was a truly outstanding success—combining a fantastic
day on the course with a wonderful evening of fellowship and dining. Special
thanks must go to Dr Diana Olar, whose leadership and dedication were
instrumental in bringing the event together, alongside Past President Tim
McAndrews, our Treasurer Luxshman Somanathan, and Second Vice
President Elect Gillian Balcombe, who collectively delivered such a seamless
and highly enjoyable occasion.

The competition was played in great spirit, with notable winners including
Jan Vaughn (Nearest the Pin in 2), Judith Diment and Liz Pemble (Longest
Drive), and a winning team comprising Judith, Tim, Luis Hui and Hiko. In the
individual standings, Hiko and Lui placed joint third, Nigel Vaughn took
second place, and Past President Tim McAndrews was crowned overall

winner.



Thanks to the generosity and enthusiasm of all involved, we raised an
impressive £14,000—£7,000 for each of our two wonderful children’s
charities, Noah'’s Ark Children’s Hospice and Lifeline4Kids. It was a vibrant,
uplifting, and truly memorable occasion that perfectly captured Rotary at its
very best.

Photo link 20th April - Golf Day - Muswell Hill

https://photos.app.goo.gl/WvbuUnEL6EXfKH2R6

Fellowship Lunch at Taormina

Despite the disruption of a tube strike, our recent fellowship lunch at
Taormina Restaurant was a wonderful gathering, bringing together Anahita
Harris, Olivia Ow, Gillian Balcombe, lan Balcombe, Stuart Castledine, Hiko
Tanaka, and fellow Rotarian Annie Quaradeghini, our generous host. For
those who have not yet attended, these lunches are always warm, joyful
occasions that strengthen our friendships and connections beyond the
meeting room. We are most grateful to Annie, who kindly donates 10% of
our total spend back to the Rotary Club of London—making these gatherings
not only enjoyable but impactful too.


https://photos.app.goo.gl/WvbuUnEL6EXfKH2R6
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RCL Representation at WIRC: An Insightful Evening with MP Rachel Blake

President Anahita Harris, District Governor Nominee and Past President lan
Balcombe, Second Vice President Elect Gillian Balcombe, were delighted to
attend a recent WIRC meeting. They were warmly hosted by WIRC President
Darini Vedarattiname and enjoyed an engaging speaker session featuring MP
Rachel Blake, who represents both the Cities of Westminster and London and
is the first Labour MP to hold this role. It was an insightful and thoroughly
enjoyable occasion.



A Commemorative Gala in Support of Lviv Children’s Hospital

A memorable and beautifully delivered commemorative gala concert,
expertly organised by our very own Rotarian Alla Sirenko and marking the
40th anniversary of Chornobyl. Held at St John’s Church, Notting Hill, the
evening brought together President Anahita Harris, Honorary Member Janet
Kirk, Past President Clive Amos, and Rie Hamaguchi, all of whom were deeply
moved by the occasion. It was an elegant and poignant gathering,
thoughtfully curated and warmly received by all in attendance.



Mauritius: A Remarkable Journey of Growth and Opportunity

We were delighted to welcome H.E. Dr Rajeshwar Jeetah, High Commissioner
of Mauritius, who spoke warmly and passionately about his homeland. He
reflected on how Mauritius has come a remarkable distance—from humble
beginnings to becoming a thriving and diversified economy, steadily
expanding its assets and achieving success across multiple sectors. His
Excellency spoke with great pride about the island’s progress, its stability, and
its growing global presence.

He also extended a kind invitation to members of the Rotary Club of London
to visit Mauritius, painting a vivid picture of its beautiful climate, rich culture,
and wide-ranging opportunities—from investment and education to tourism
and international collaboration. It was a truly engaging and insightful
address, leaving us all with a deeper appreciation of this vibrant nation.

Photo link 27th April

https://photos.app.goo.gl/rhkCiUc7QefN4bgP8



https://photos.app.goo.gl/rhkCiUc7QefN4bgP8

Members’ News

In Loving Memory of Past President Norman Winbourne

We were deeply saddened by the passing of our esteemed Past President,
Norman Winbourne, whose dedication and service to the Rotary Club of
London will always be remembered with great respect and gratitude. Past
Presidents Vasi Daniels, Clive Amos, lan Balcombe, and myself were
honoured to attend his funeral to pay our respects on behalf of the Club.
Norman’s legacy of commitment, fellowship, and leadership leaves a lasting
imprint on us all, and he will be greatly missed.

Anahita Harris
President 2025-26

Rotary Club of London
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President-Elect Judith Diment represented the Rotary Club of London at the
Commonwealth Accredited Organisations Meeting, contributing to
discussions on preparations for the upcoming Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting. During the visit, she met with Karen Mae Hill, High
Commissioner for Antigua and Barbuda, and continued conversations about

an exciting new mangroves project in Antigua.



Fight for Sight: Impact Showcase with David Blunkett

Community Chair, Emely Dlamini and Honorary Secretary, Shahid Chaudhri
were honoured to be invited to Fight for Sight’s Impact Showcase this week
hosted at the Royal Society for Blind Children’s (RSBC) Life Without Limits
Centre.

The Rt Hon. Lord Blunkett, Fight for Sight’s Vice President and the UK’s first
blind Cabinet Minister unveiled a sculpture as part of the prestige evening.

We heard directly from Dr Jasmina Kapetanovic and Dr Matteo Rizzi, leading
surgeons on ophthalmic research, on how their studies are accelerating
progress to save sight and change lives.



It was truly a positive and memorable evening that offered us an insight into
how our support is making a difference in the visually impaired community.

As District Governor Nominee, Past President lan Balcombe was invited by the Rotary Club
of Wembley to assist in the induction of 5 new members. He is shown in the picture with
Club President Shanta, the new members and PDG Helen Antoniou.

He was also invited to the RC Radlett to speak about the RCL Seagrass Project and is shown
in the picture with Club President Richard.

AREAS OF FQCUS

Rotary has focused its efforts in seven key areas. These
encompass the world's most critical humanitarian needs
and allow our members and volunteers to transform
communities at home and around the world.

PREVENTION
f Ufe. We train

Rotary makes high-

MATERNAL & CHILD HEALTH
igh-quality health care ava



VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

FRIDAY
(291-"

Age UK Westminster are holding
a Community Fundraising Event VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED ON THE

on Friday 29 May, 3pm - 9pm at DAY TO SET UP, SELL RAFFLE TICKETS
St Marylebone Church, which AND SERVE REFRESHMENTS.
will bring together residents, j

businesses, and partners to raise Also, if you have any good raffle
vital funds for older people prizes that you would like to donate,
across Westminster. please do getin touch.

Please liaise with Emely Dlamini who is the Community
Chair and can be contacted via

Phone number Email address
07958 404 991 emelydlamini@gmail.com

Rotary 7455 [ Westminster
Club of Londo¥ L& ‘/age UK

Volunteers Needed - Friday 29 May

Members are warmly invited to support Age UK Westminster’s Community
Fundraising Event at St Marylebone Church (3pm-9pm) by helping with set-
up, selling raffle tickets, and serving refreshments. Raffle prize donations
would also be very welcome.



We are delighted that Age UK Westminster will acknowledge The Rotary
Club of London in all their promotional materials and will thank the Club on
the day in recognition of our support.

If you are able to help, please contact Emely Dlamini on 07958 404 991 or
emelydlamini@gmail.com.

Save the Date: Rotary Visit to The Magic Circle’s Magic Showcase

We are delighted to share details of a special upcoming evening at The
Magic Circle A Variety Show from Members of The Magic Circle

With over 1,700 members worldwide, ranging from passionate hobbyists to
some of the world’s most elite illusionists, The Magic Circle is the most
famous magic society in the world.

At Magic Showcase, eight different performers will take the stage, featuring
a mix of world-class professionals and exciting new performers making their
stage debut. You never know who — or what! — might appear next...

Date/Time: Thursday 11 June 2026 at 7:00pm
Running time: approx. 2 hours 15 minutes (including interval)

Venue: The Magic Circle House, 12 Stephenson Way, London

Just 5 minutes’ walk from Euston Square Underground station and 10
minutes from Warren Street and Euston.

Booking link coming soon

e B alllin,
4 39 FY

Celebrating our Birthdays



mailto:emelydlamini@gmail.com

May Birthdays

1st - Dr Nabil Al-Haidari
4th - Margaret Pollock
5th - Christine Castledine

10th - Lon Lee

June Birthdays

8th - Annette Rieger
22nd - Diana Olar

23rd - Alla Sirenko

24th - Sonica Beckmann
26th - Leo Bieling

30th - Louise Lau

If your name isn’t included, please reply to this email so we can celebrate
you too.

Thank you




WELL-BEING UPDATE

If you or another member are feeling
unwell, recovering, or have any other
updates to share such as Anniversary or
Birthday, please get in touch with our
Almoner, Past President Vasi.

You can reach Vasi via phone or WhatsApp
at 07940 312930, or by email at
vasidaniel41@gmail.com.

Help Volunteers Needed

The Public Image team needs more
volunteers. Please contact me directly if
you know someone that can be interested.

elisabeth07816@gmail.com
Elisabeth Reyes
RCL PI Chair

Newsletter Editor



