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OUR NEXT CLUB MEETING is on Monday 8th June 2026  

12:30 - 2:00 PM 

 

We are delighted to welcome The Rt Hon. the Lord Hunt of Wirral MBE 

as our guest speaker at our next Rotary Club of London lunch meeting 

on Monday, 8 June 2026. 

We are honoured to welcome Lord Hunt as our distinguished speaker, 

reflecting on an extraordinary 50 years in Parliamentary and Rotary 

life. 

Lord Hunt has enjoyed a remarkable career in public service, law, 

regulation and business. A former Member of Parliament for Wirral and 

Wirral West, he served with distinction in Government, including as 

Secretary of State for Wales, Secretary of State for Employment, and 

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster. He was appointed to the Privy 

Council in 1990 and became a life peer in 1997. 

Alongside his parliamentary career, Lord Hunt has also made a 

significant contribution to the legal and financial services sectors. A 

solicitor by profession, he has held senior roles at DAC Beachcroft and 

is widely respected for his expertise in regulation, insurance and 

financial services. His career reflects a deep commitment to public life, 

good governance and service. 

We warmly encourage all members to attend and to bring guests 

where possible. It will be a wonderful opportunity for fellowship, 

thoughtful discussion and an inspiring address from a distinguished 

public figure. 

We look forward to seeing you on Monday, 8 June. 

 

 

   Booking link:  



 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2194184 

Booking closes Friday 6 June at noon 
 

  

  
 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2194184


 

 

 

Join us for the Rotary Club of London Summer International Gala in 

support of the Andean Medical Mission, helping provide children in 

Bolivian Amazon communities with the life-changing gift of sight. 



 

This elegant black-tie evening will bring together Rotarians, friends, and 

guests for fellowship, fine dining, entertainment, and the chance to 

make a meaningful difference. The gala is open to all Rotarians and 

their guests, so please do invite friends, family, and fellow supporters 

to attend. 

 

Date: Sunday 28 June 2026 

Time: 6:00 pm – 10:00 pm 

Venue: Royal Thames Yacht Club, 60 Knightsbridge, London SW1X 7LF 

Tickets: £99 per person 

Booking deadline: 14 June 2026 

 

Please register here: 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon1/2233138 

  

  
 

  
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS 

 

June 2026 

 

   Booking link for all June meetings (please use for each June 

meetings): 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2194184 

 

Monday 8th June  

Lunch Meeting  

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon1/2233138
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2194184


12:30 - 14:00 PM 

We are honoured to welcome Lord Hunt as our distinguished speaker, 

reflecting on an extraordinary 50 years in Parliamentary and Rotary life. 

 

 

Thursday 11 June 2026  

7:00pm 

Save the Date: Rotary Visit to The Magic Circle (Magic Showcase) 

Further details to follow. 

 

Monday 15th June 

Evening Meeting  

6:30 - 9:00 PM 

An inspiring evening with our young leaders reporting on their 

achievements this year. 

 

Monday 22nd June 

Lunch Meeting  

12:30 - 14:00 PM 

We are delighted to welcome Lord Boateng, who will speak on “The 

role of citizen engagement and philanthropy in a challenging global 

environment.” 

 

 

Saturday 27th June 

7.30pm 

Summer Concert in Aid of Children’s Hospital in Lviv, Ukraine 

 



 

Sunday 28th June 

6.30pm - 10.30pm 

Rotary Club of London SUMMER GALA    

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon1/2233138 

 

Monday 29th June 

Lunch Meeting  

12:30 - 14:00 PM 

Glass Boot Day -  Our traditional Club celebration. 

 

 

Monday 6th July 

 

Lunch Meeting  

12:30 - 14:00 PM 

Handover - New President and visit from District Governor 

Marking the transition to the new Rotary year. 

 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2246766 

 

 

Wednesday 8th July 

 

Social Night Out 

Loves Labour’s Lost 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon1/2233138
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2246766


https://events.humanitix.com/loves-labours-lost-st-jamess-square-

1/tickets 
 

  

  
 

 

If you missed our last Club meeting….. 

 

 

A Warm Reflection at Our AGM and Club Assembly 

 

At last Monday’s lunch meeting, we enjoyed a lovely Annual General 

Meeting, warmly chaired by our President, Anahita Harris. It was a 

wonderful opportunity to reflect on the many achievements of our 

current Rotary year and to recognise the dedication, fellowship and 

service that have shaped another successful year for the Rotary Club of 

London. 

 

As the meeting did not reach the quorum required under the Club 

Constitution, no formal decisions could be made at the AGM. In 

accordance with the Constitution, the AGM will reconvene at next 

week’s meeting, when the outstanding matters will be considered and 

voted on. We will provide a fuller report after the conclusion of the 

AGM. 

 

Following the AGM, our Club Assembly was led by President-Elect 

Judith Diment MBE, who presented the plans and priorities for the 

year ahead. Members were pleased to welcome the incoming Officers 

and Committee Chairs, whose leadership and commitment will help 

guide the Club into the new Rotary year. 

 

https://events.humanitix.com/loves-labours-lost-st-jamess-square-1/tickets
https://events.humanitix.com/loves-labours-lost-st-jamess-square-1/tickets


We extend our sincere thanks to Anahita for her dedication and to all 

members who have contributed so generously throughout the year. We 

also warmly congratulate Judith and the incoming team as they 

prepare to take forward the Club’s work, building on our achievements 

and continuing to create lasting impact through service, fellowship and 

engagement. 

 

Here are the photos:  

 

 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/YH1wkwjrECFJoPug9 

  

  
 

 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/YH1wkwjrECFJoPug9


 

 

 

 

 

We extend our sincere thanks to Clive Amos for renewing his 

commitment to the Council Committee, and warmly welcome Eve 

Conway and Duchess Williams-Alonga as they join. 

  

  
 

 

        

 



 

      Paul Harris Fellow Recognitions       

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 

At the Rotary Club of London meeting on Monday, 1 June, President 

Anahita Harris had the privilege of presenting Paul Harris Fellow 

recognitions to Major Evan Hickman of the Salvation Army and 

Community Chair Emely Dlamini. 

 

Major Evan Hickman was recognised for his outstanding service 

through the Salvation Army and for his longstanding friendship, 

support and contribution to the Rotary Club of London. His dedication 

to serving others, together with his close association with the Club over 

many years, has exemplified the Rotary ideal of Service Above Self. 

Emely Dlamini received the honour in recognition of her dedication to 

service and her commitment to the Rotary Club of London as 

Community Chair. Through her tireless efforts, generosity of spirit and 

practical support of community projects, she has made a meaningful 

contribution to both the Club and the wider community throughout 

the year. 



The Paul Harris Fellow is one of Rotary’s highest honours and is 

awarded in recognition of outstanding service and commitment to 

making a positive difference in the lives of others. 

 

Anahita Harris 

President  

Rotary Club of London 

 

                        

 

Ladies, gentlemen and fellow Rotarians  

It’s my great pleasure to say a few words about a man who has been a 

constant source of strength and grace for our club. 

Major Evan Hickman of the Salvation Army has led us in Grace at the 

Rotary Club of London for many years. 

Through good times and difficult times, Evan has been a guiding light 

for us. His steady presence, his wisdom, and his unwavering 

commitment to service have shown us the way forward when it 

mattered most. 

He reminds us, week after week, why we gather—not just as Rotarians, 

but as people committed to putting service above self. 

Evan, your leadership in prayer has grounded us, and your example has 

inspired us. On behalf of the Rotary Club of London, and Rotary more 

broadly, we are deeply grateful. 

God bless you, Evan  

 

Tom Swainland 

RCL House Chair 

  

  
 



 

 

We were delighted to welcome PDG Anthony Richards, District 

Governor of Rotary District 3272 (Pakistan and Afghanistan) in 2012–

2013, as a guest of our Rotarian Mo Ayyaz. Anthony continues to be 

actively involved in promoting peace and international understanding 

through his work as a Director of the Indus Peace Park Society, 

reflecting Rotary’s commitment to fostering goodwill and friendship 

across borders. 

https://induspeacepark.org/the-team/ 

 

From left to right : Eve Conway, PDG Anthony Richards, Mo Ayyaz, 

President Anahita Harris, Shahid Chaudhri 

  

  
 

https://induspeacepark.org/the-team/


 

 

Supporting Bakhita House 

 

On 3 June, Rotary Club of London President Anahita Harris and Past 

President and Almoner Dr Vasi Daniel visited Bakhita House to present 

the proceeds raised through this year’s International Women’s Day 

event.  

They were warmly welcomed by Karen and the team, who continue 

their vital work supporting women who have experienced exploitation 

and trafficking. 

The Rotary Club of London has been proud to support Bakhita House 

on several occasions, recognising the importance of its work in 

providing safety, dignity, and hope to vulnerable women. We are 

delighted to continue this valued relationship and look forward to 

supporting the charity again in the future. 



 

Message from Karen: 

Caritas Bakhita House offers a sanctuary for extremely vulnerable 

women.  Our holistic and personalised approach gives women the 

recovery they need to live independently and reduce their risk of re-

trafficking. We focus on improved physical and emotional well-being, 

enhanced life skills to navigate independent lives, and increased 

confidence and self-respect. This road to recovery could not even begin 

without the support of others, such as the Rotary Club of London. Their 

continued awareness-raising and charitable donations make our 

women’s journey to freedom possible.  

Thank You So Much For Caring. 
 

  

  
 



 

 

 

Rotary District Assembly 2026 Wrap-Up 

 

The Rotary District 1130 Assembly was an inspiring and energising 

gathering, bringing together Rotarians from across London to look 

ahead to the new Rotary year under the leadership of incoming District 

Governor Sree Vallipuram. 

The programme focused on creating lasting impact, with key themes 

including increasing our impact, expanding our reach, enhancing 

participant engagement, and strengthening our ability to adapt. 



Members also heard about the District’s priorities for 2026–27, 

including enhancing the Rotary experience, promoting positive peace, 

supporting the UN Global Goals, and encouraging clubs to continue 

building meaningful fellowship and purposeful service. 

 

The Rotary Club of London was especially proud to see several of our 

own members taking on new roles within the District team from July 

2026. We warmly congratulate: 

 

In alphabetical order 

Anahita Harris – District Environment Chair 

Doug Wills – Assistant Governor, Group 10 

Elisabeth Reyes – Secretary Assistant 

Ian Balcombe – District Governor Elect  

 

Nina George – Participant Engagement Enhancement 

 

Their appointments are a wonderful reflection of the leadership, 

commitment and service within the Rotary Club of London. We are 

delighted to see our members playing an active role beyond the Club, 

helping to strengthen Rotary across the District. 

 

Congratulations to Anahita, Doug, Elisabeth, Ian and Nina  — we are 

very proud of you and wish you every success in your District roles. 

  

  
 

     Members’ NEWS      

  

  
 



 

 

 

 

To honour 

the 1st 

Ascent of Mt 

Everest also 

known as Mt 

Sagarmatha 

on 29 May 

1953 by 

Hillary and 

Tenzing, 

Explorer and 

Mountaineer 

Past 

President 

Neville 

Shulman 

CBE spoke 

last week at 

a celebratory 

reception 

held at the 

Embassy of 

Nepal in 

Kensington 

Palace 

Gardens. 

   

        

 

  
 



 

 

Click here to read more on President-Elect Judith Diment MBE 

reflections on the World Health Assembly which was very different this 

year  because of global  conflict and cuts in international aid 

  

  
 

https://polioeradication.org/news/a-ray-of-hope-in-a-divided-world/


 

 

 

Join fellow Rotarians for an evening of entertainment at the 

headquarters of the World famous Magic Circle 

 

Tickets are £20 each and can be booked via this ticket tailor link: 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon1/2233660 

 

We only have 15 tickets available so please book early to avoid 

disappointment. 

A pre-show supper may be arranged, depending on demand from 

attendees, at one of the restaurants in nearby Drummond Street, 

which is famed for its selection of Indo/Pakistani cuisine. 

 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon1/2233660


Thursday 11th June 2026 

Timings 

Doors: 19:00, Show starts at 19:30, Running time 2 hours 15 with 

interval. 

Approximate finish time 21:45pm 

 

BOOK NOW 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon1/2233660 

 

For more information contact Stuart Castledine  

Tel: 077 689 77 875 

s_castledine@btinternet.com 
 

  

  
 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon1/2233660
mailto:s_castledine@btinternet.com


 

 

 

Social Night Out: [ƻǾŜΩǎ [ŀōƻǳǊΩǎ [ƻǎǘ 

 

Join fellow Rotarians for a very special summer evening in the beautiful 

surroundings of St James’s Square Garden for a pre-show picnic 

followed by a lively outdoor performance of Shakespeare’s [ƻǾŜΩǎ 

[ŀōƻǳǊΩǎ [ƻǎǘ. 

This sparkling comedy of flirtation, foolishness and the irresistible pull 

of love promises to be a wonderful evening of fellowship, culture and 

fun. The performance usually sells out a couple of weeks before the 

event, so please book early to secure your place. 

 

The garden will open from 5.30pm, and members are invited to gather 

from then onwards for a bring-your-own picnic and drinks before the 

show. The performance will begin promptly at 7.00pm and is expected 

to finish at approximately 9.00pm. 

 



Seating is unreserved; however, if you let Stuart Castledine know once 

you have booked, he will do his best to reserve a block of seats 

together and secure a good spot for our picnic. 

 

Event details 

Date: Wednesday 8 July 2026 

Time: 5.30pm for a 7.00pm performance 

Venue: St James’s Square Garden, SW1Y 4LE 

Nearest Underground stations: Green Park and Piccadilly Circus 

Tickets: £35.60 each, including booking fee 

 

Book directly with Shakespeare in the Squares here: 

https://events.humanitix.com/loves-labours-lost-st-jamess-square-

1/tickets?widget=popup 

https://events.humanitix.com/loves-labours-lost-st-jamess-squa 

Location map: https://maps.app.goo.gl/QWtUXc1GuS6zMHtk8 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/QWtUXc1GuS6zMHtk8 

This event is open to Rotarians, visiting Rotarians, Rotaractors, friends 

and anyone interested in learning more about Rotary. 

For more information, or to let Stuart know that you have booked and 

will be coming along, please contact: Stuart Castledine 077 689 77 875 

 

Book now to guarantee your place — and join us for what promises to 

be a delightful summer evening of fellowship and Shakespeare under 

the stars. 

  

  
 

https://events.humanitix.com/loves-labours-lost-st-jamess-square-1/tickets?widget=popup
https://events.humanitix.com/loves-labours-lost-st-jamess-square-1/tickets?widget=popup
https://events.humanitix.com/loves-labours-lost-st-jamess-square-1/tickets?widget=popup
https://maps.app.goo.gl/QWtUXc1GuS6zMHtk8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/QWtUXc1GuS6zMHtk8


 

 

 

Here to book:  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/summer-orchestral-event-of-beautiful-

music-conducted-by-volodymyr-sirenko-tickets-

1988909609181?aff=oddtdtcreator 

  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/summer-orchestral-event-of-beautiful-music-conducted-by-volodymyr-sirenko-tickets-1988909609181?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/summer-orchestral-event-of-beautiful-music-conducted-by-volodymyr-sirenko-tickets-1988909609181?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/summer-orchestral-event-of-beautiful-music-conducted-by-volodymyr-sirenko-tickets-1988909609181?aff=oddtdtcreator


  
 

 

Celebrating our Birthdays  

 

 

June Birthdays 

4th - Laila Gaber 

8th - Annette Rieger 

22nd - Diana Olar 

23rd - Doug Wills 

23rd - Alla Sirenko 

24th - Sonica Beckmann 

26th - Leo Bieling 

30th - Louise Lau 

 

If your name isn’t included, please reply to this email so we can 

celebrate you too. 

Thank you 

  

  
 

 

 

    



 


