
 

 

    

Bulletin 26 May 2026 

  

  
 

 

A Memorable Weekend in Florence – Leonardo da Vinci Awards 2026 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

President’s Report 

 

One of the highlights of my presidential year was undoubtedly our recent 

visit to Florence for the 51st Leonardo da Vinci Awards, hosted by the 

Rotary Club of Firenze. Bringing together eleven Rotary clubs from across 

Europe, the awards celebrate excellence, achievement and international 

friendship in the city where the spirit of Leonardo da Vinci still inspires. 

 

I was particularly delighted that the Rotary Club of London was represented 

by a record number of attendees this year. Our sincere thanks go to President 

Gabriele Canè, Secretary General Emanuela Masini and the entire Rotary 

Club of Firenze for their outstanding hospitality and the impeccable 

organisation of a truly memorable occasion. 

 

The prestigious 2026 Leonardo da Vinci Award was presented to 

Piergiuseppe Liuzzi, a young bioengineer and neuroscience researcher 

whose groundbreaking work combines neuroscience and artificial 

intelligence to better understand human consciousness and improve the 

rehabilitation of patients with severe brain injuries and disorders of 

consciousness. Through the development of advanced neural network 

models inspired by the workings of the human brain, his research is helping 



clinicians gain deeper insights into recovery and cognitive function in some of 

medicine’s most challenging conditions. His innovative contribution to 

science and society made him a worthy recipient of this distinguished 

international honour, and it was a privilege to congratulate him on behalf of 

our Club. 

 

The weekend was made even more special by the friendship               and 

fellowship shared amongst our travelling party. We were especially delighted 

to celebrate the 89th birthday of our much-loved Barbara Winbourne, 

whose late husband served as President of the Rotary Club of London. 

A very special thank you                      must also go to our Second Vice President-

Elect, Gillian Balcombe, whose hard work and dedication in coordinating our 

participation helped make the trip such a success. 

 

Most importantly, thank you to everyone who joined us. Your friendship, 

laughter and enthusiasm created wonderful memories that I shall treasure 

long after my presidential year has ended. I am also delighted that the 

Rotary Club of London will host the Leonardo da Vinci Awards in London 

from 19–21 May 2028, and we look forward to welcoming our European 

Rotary friends to our city for what promises to be another exceptional 

celebration. 

 

Anahita Harris 

President  

Rotary Club of London 

  

  
 

 

 

 

OUR NEXT CLUB MEETING is on Monday 1st June 2026  



12:30 - 2:00 PM 

 

 

A Special Rotary Meeting: AGM & Club Assembly 

 

 

   Booking link:  

 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2194184 

Booking closes Friday 29 May at noon 

 

 

Members are warmly encouraged to attend our next special Rotary meeting 

on Monday 1 June 2026 at 12.30pm. 

 

This meeting will include our Annual General Meeting (AGM), an important 

moment in the life of the Club when members take part in key governance 

matters, including the election of our Council members for 2026–27. 

 

We will also hold our Club Assembly, during which our incoming President, 

Judith Diment MBE, will present the Club’s missions and priorities for the 

2026–27 Rotary year, alongside the incoming Club officers and Council 

members. 

 

This is an important opportunity for members to understand the direction of 

the Club, support the incoming leadership team, and play an active part in 

shaping the year ahead. 

 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2194184


Your presence matters, and we look forward to seeing as many members as 

possible. 

 

Elisabeth Reyes 

Vice-President Elect 

Rotary Club of London 
 

  

  
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS 

 

June 2026 

 

   Booking link for all June meetings (please use for each meeting): 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2194184 

 

Monday 1st June  

Lunch Meeting  

12:30 - 14:00 PM 

AGM and Club Assembly 

 

Monday 8th June  

Lunch Meeting  

12:30 - 14:00 PM 

We are honoured to welcome Lord Hunt as our distinguished speaker, 

reflecting on an extraordinary 50 years in Parliamentary and Rotary life. 

 

 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2194184


Thursday 11 June 2026  

7:00pm 

Save the Date: Rotary Visit to The Magic Circle (Magic Showcase) 

Further details to follow. 

 

Monday 15th June 

Evening Meeting  

6:30 - 9:00 PM 

An inspiring evening with our young leaders reporting on their achievements 

this year. 

 

Monday 22nd June 

Lunch Meeting  

12:30 - 14:00 PM 

We are delighted to welcome Lord Boateng, who will speak on “The role of 

citizen engagement and philanthropy in a challenging global environment.” 

 

 

Saturday 27th June 

7.30pm 

Summer Concert in Aid of Children’s Hospital in Lviv, Ukraine 

 

 

Sunday 28th June 

6.30pm - 10.30pm 

Rotary Club of London SUMMER GALA    

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon1/2233138 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon1/2233138


 

Monday 29th June 

Lunch Meeting  

12:30 - 14:00 PM 

Glass Boot Day -  Our traditional Club celebration. 

 

 

Monday 6th July 

 

Lunch Meeting  

12:30 - 14:00 PM 

Handover - New President and visit from District Governor 

Marking the transition to the new Rotary year. 
 

  

  
 



 

 

Booking link here (before 14 June) : 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon1/2233138 

  

  
 

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon1/2233138


 

 

 

If you missed our last Club meeting….. 

 

Our Monday evening meeting was a truly memorable occasion, with an 

outstanding presentation by Bernie Davis entitled “Four Royal Weddings and 

a Royal Funeral: A Career Path.” 

 

Bernie captivated members and guests alike with fascinating behind-the-

scenes stories from an extraordinary broadcasting career spanning decades 

with the BBC and beyond. Having worked as a Lighting Director on some of 

Britain’s most iconic national occasions — including Royal Weddings, major 

state events, The Royal Variety Performance, the BBC Proms, Songs of Praise, 

and even the Coronation of King Charles III — his talk offered a rare and 

insightful glimpse into the immense precision, creativity, and pressure 

involved in televising historic moments watched by millions around the 

world.  

 

Particularly engaging were his reflections on the technical and human 

challenges behind live royal broadcasts, balancing tradition, atmosphere, and 

television artistry under intense international scrutiny. Members were 



fascinated to hear how lighting can dramatically shape the emotion and 

visual storytelling of such globally significant events. 

 

We are enormously grateful to Bernie for such a warm, entertaining, and 

brilliantly informative evening, which was thoroughly enjoyed by all present. 

 

Here are the photos:  

 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/tkw1ArStUoKWaCDh6 

  

  
 

     Members’ NEWS      

  

  
 

 

 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/tkw1ArStUoKWaCDh6


  NEW MEMBER   

 

We are delighted to formally welcome our newest member, Gulcan Yoldas, to 

the Rotary Club of London on Monday 18th May.  

Gulcan was inducted in the presence of fellow members and guests, and we 

are thrilled to have her join our Rotary family. We look forward to her 

friendship, contribution, and involvement in the life of the Club in the 

months and years ahead. 

On behalf of all members, we extend Gulcan a very warm Rotary welcome. 
 

  

  
 

 

 

The Foundation Chair of Rotary Club of London, who is also Chairman Dist 

3291 Offshore Committee, was invited to District 3291 Training seminar on 

24 May 2026 in Kolkata. The DGE Tapas announced the role of RCL in 

supporting the services to communities in Sundarbans through current 

District Grant projects, and supporting mangrove Global Grant projects in 



Mumbai. RCL was praised profoundly including naming the President and of 

course the Foundation Chair.  

The most important point made was that what RCL and Rotary Club of 

Battersea Power Station are doing now in the Sundarbans, the newly elected 

State Government has now placed immediate focus on Subdarbans 

development. Prevention of Cervical Cancer is now one of the priorities of 

new State Government announced this week, and District 3291 (PDG Dr 

Krishnendu Gupta) appealed to RCL and the incoming Club Council and 

President for support.  

The event was attended by some 400 participants from Rotary Clubs and 

Rotary Community Corps ( formal service partners of Rotary).  

 

Reported by Saumen Ray  

The Foundation Chair 

  

  
 

                     With Our Best Wishes 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Rhidian Jones, Mary Buchanan, Clive 

Amos, and Margaret Garner as they recover at home. We wish them each a 

steady and complete recovery, renewed strength, and brighter days ahead. 

We look forward to welcoming them back to the Club very soon. 

  

  
 

 

     Save the Date: Rotary Visit to The Magic Circle’s Magic Showcase 

 

We are delighted to share details of a special upcoming evening at The Magic 

Circle    A Variety Show from Members of The Magic Circle 



With over 1,700 members worldwide, ranging from passionate hobbyists to 

some of the world’s most elite illusionists, The Magic Circle is the most 

famous magic society in the world. 

At Magic Showcase, eight different performers will take the stage, featuring 

a mix of world-class professionals and exciting new performers making their 

stage debut. You never know who — or what! — might appear next… 

 

      Date/Time: Thursday 11 June 2026 at 7:00pm 

Running time: approx. 2 hours 15 minutes (including interval) 

    Venue: The Magic Circle House, 12 Stephenson Way, London 

        Just 5 minutes’ walk from Euston Square Underground station and 10 

minutes from Warren Street and Euston. 

 

 Booking link coming soon 

  

  
 



 

 

 

Here to book:  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/summer-orchestral-event-of-beautiful-

music-conducted-by-volodymyr-sirenko-tickets-

1988909609181?aff=oddtdtcreator 

  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/summer-orchestral-event-of-beautiful-music-conducted-by-volodymyr-sirenko-tickets-1988909609181?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/summer-orchestral-event-of-beautiful-music-conducted-by-volodymyr-sirenko-tickets-1988909609181?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/summer-orchestral-event-of-beautiful-music-conducted-by-volodymyr-sirenko-tickets-1988909609181?aff=oddtdtcreator


  
 

 

Celebrating our Birthdays  

 

 

June Birthdays 

8th - Annette Rieger 

22nd - Diana Olar 

23rd - Doug Wills 

23rd - Alla Sirenko 

24th - Sonica Beckmann 

26th - Leo Bieling 

30th - Louise Lau 

 

If your name isn’t included, please reply to this email so we can celebrate 

you too. 

Thank you 

  

  
 

 

 

    

 


