UNITE
FOR
GOOD

Rotary

Rotary

Club of London

Bulletin 14 May 2026

OUR NEXT CLUB MEETING is on Monday 18th May 2026

6:30-9:00 PM

Bernie Davis will be our speaker.

Booking link:

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2192453

Booking closes Friday 15 May at noon


https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2192453

Bernie Davis spent more than 30 years with BBC Television before becoming
one of the UK’s leading freelance TV Lighting Directors. His extraordinary career
has taken him from Grange Hill and Robot Wars to the BBC Proms, Royal
Variety Performances, and major royal events at Westminster Abbey, St Paul’s
Cathedral, and Windsor Castle.

He has also worked with the Royal Opera House and the National Theatre,
bringing stage productions to life for television and cinema audiences around
the world. Along the way, he has earned BAFTA, Royal Television Society, and
Knight of lllumination awards.

This promises to be a fascinating evening of behind-the-scenes stories,
television history, and remarkable experiences from a lifetime at the heart of
British broadcasting.



UPCOMING MEETINGS & EVENTS

May 2026

Venue for all May meetings:
The Chesterfield Hotel, Mayfair

35 Charles Street, London, W1J 5EB

Booking link for all May meetings (please use for each meeting):

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2192453

Monday 18th May 2026
Evening Meeting

6:30 - 9:00 PM

Speaker: Bernie Davis
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Sunday 24th May 2026
District 1130 Assembly

https://www.rotaryinlondon.org/da26/

Registration closes on 15 May

Monday 25th May 2026
No Meeting

Spring Bank Holiday
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https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2192453
https://www.rotaryinlondon.org/da26/

Friday 29th May 2026

3pm-9pm

Volunteers Needed: Age UK Westminster Community Fundraising Event

June 2026

Booking link for all June meetings (please use for each meeting):

https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2194184

Monday 1st June
Lunch Meeting
12:30 - 14:00 PM

Club Assembly and AGM

Monday 8th June
Lunch Meeting
12:30 - 14:00 PM

We are honoured to welcome Lord Hunt as our distinguished speaker, reflecting on
an extraordinary 50 years in Parliamentary and Rotary life.

Thursday 11 June 2026
7:00pm

Save the Date: Rotary Visit to The Magic Circle (Magic Showcase)


https://www.tickettailor.com/events/rotarycluboflondon2/2194184

Further details to follow.

Monday 15th June
Evening Meeting
6:30-9:00 PM

An inspiring evening with our young leaders reporting on their achievements this
year.

Monday 22nd June
Lunch Meeting
12:30 - 14:00 PM

We are delighted to welcome Lord Boateng, who will speak on “The role of citizen
engagement and philanthropy in a challenging global environment.”

Saturday 27th June
7.30pm

Summer Concert in Aid of Children’s Hospital in Lviv, Ukraine

Sunday 28th June
6.30pm - 10.30pm

Rotary Club of London SUMMER GALA

Monday 29th June
Lunch Meeting

12:30 - 14:00 PM



Glass Boot Day - Our traditional Club celebration.

Monday 6th July

Lunch Meeting

12:30-14:00 PM

Handover

Marking the transition to the new Rotary year.

If you missed our last Club meeting.....

What an eventful Rotary Lunch meeting we enjoyed last week, with an inspiring
guest presentation, birthday celebrations, special recognitions, and a memorable
Paul Harris Fellow award presentation.

Please read on below for highlights and reflections from a truly warm and enjoyable
afternoon of Rotary fellowship.

Here are the photos:

https://photos.app.goo.gl/YEMJWcvsR1XaMXXv7



https://photos.app.goo.gl/yEMJWcvsR1XaMXXv7

Fellow Rotarians, ladies and gentlemen,

It was my great privilege on Monday to recognise an exceptional Rotarian, Wally
Wallis, with a Paul Harris Fellow award in honour of his remarkable service to Rotary
and to each and every one of us. Wally’s contribution to our club goes far beyond
what is seen—his quiet generosity, his unwavering kindness, and his steadfast
support have touched lives in ways many of us may never fully know. He embodies,
with grace and humility, the very essence of Service Above Self. On a personal note,
| feel deeply honoured to have met Wally, and to be continually inspired by his

example. He is, quite simply, one of the finest Rotarians among us

Anahita Harris
President

Rotary Club of London



Celebrating Margaret Pollock

Last week, we were delighted to celebrate the birthday of Margaret Pollock,

whose remarkable life and service deserve special recognition

Margaret originally trained as a nurse, midwife, and health visitor, and was awarded
both a Florence Nightingale Scholarship and a British Commonwealth Nurses War
Memorial Scholarship. She went on to complete an MPhil at the University of
Southampton and built an impressive career in humanitarian aid, serving as Health
and Population Adviser for Africa with the Overseas Development Administration
(now the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office).

Margaret continues her commitment to service as a Trustee of two charities.
She is also a Past President of the Rotary Club of St Marylebone and a member of
the Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office Association.

Margaret, it was a pleasure to celebrate with you — and we wish you a very happy
birthday

Anahita Harris
President

Rotary Club of London

We were delighted to welcome Past President Neville Shulman, who attended
the meeting to present the Neville Shulman Cup  , accompanied by a generous

£100 donation to a charity of the recipient’s choice

Congratulations to our President-Elect, Judith Diment MBE, on receiving this
distinguished award in recognition of her outstanding contribution to Rotary—a



well-earned acknowledgement of her commitment and ongoing service to the Club
and the wider Rotary community.

A very warm thank you to Dr Nabil Al-Haidari for the wonderful birthday cake he
so generously shared with us on Monday — a thoughtful gesture that was
thoroughly enjoyed by all.

We wish Dr Nabil a very happy year ahead, filled with good health, happiness, and

every success.

Members’ NEWS

President and New Members Evening with District Governor Adrian Faiers.



From right to left: Sarah Field; Sophia Dudler, President of the UCL Rotaract Club;
Kathy Zhai; President Anahita Harris; District Governor Adrian Faiers; Joaquim
Freitas “Jay”, President of the Rotaract Club of London; Constantinos Zachariades;
and Misha Gupta, member of the UCL Rotaract Club.
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ROTARY CLUB OF CALCUTTA

The President & Members of
ROTARY CLUB OF CALCUTTA
had pleasure in welcoming
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We were delighted to receive greetings from the Rotary Club of Calcutta following
Saumen Ray’s visit to their weekly meeting yesterday.

Saumen was warmly welcomed by Club President Dr Debnath Chattopadhyay,
Honorary Secretary Ashok Basu, and District Fellowship Chair GM Kapoor, who
conveyed their heartfelt best wishes to the President and all members of the Rotary
Club of London.

Saumen kindly reciprocated these warm greetings on behalf of the Club.

Above, a photo and commemorative certificate from the visit accompany this post.



Funeral Arrangements for Barbara Standen

Members and friends are warmly invited to attend the funeral service for Barbara
Standen on Friday 15th May at 10.45am.

- The service will take place at:
West Chapel, Eltham Crematorium, Crown Woods Way, Eltham, London SE9 2AZ
- Following the service, refreshments and a gathering will be held at:

The Horse and Groom, 15 Leyton Cross Road, Wilmington, Dartford DA2 7AP

We continue to hold Barbara’s family and loved ones in our thoughts during this
difficult time.



The Ukrainian Cultural Association in the UK presents

Summer Orchestral Concert

In aid of the Children’s Hospital in Lviv - Ukraine

St. John’s Notting Hill Church

152 Lansdowne Cres. London W11 2NN

" Saturday 27th June 2026 - 7. 30pm

A

Volodymyr Sirenko - Conductor Liudkevych String Orchestra of London

Liudkevych String Orchestra of London & Soloists
with the Chief Conductor of the National Symphony

Orchestra of Ukraine
Volodymyr Sirenko

Music by D. Bortniansky, E. Elgar, A. Sirenko

Tickets: £29, children under 13 Free (Scan QR Code:)

Producer, Composer of this event - Alla Sirenko
Charity souvenirs will be available with cash donations

WWW.UCAUK.COM

Here to book:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/summer-orchestral-event-of-beautiful-music-
conducted-by-volodymyr-sirenko-tickets-1988909609181 ?aff=oddtdtcreator



https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/summer-orchestral-event-of-beautiful-music-conducted-by-volodymyr-sirenko-tickets-1988909609181?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/summer-orchestral-event-of-beautiful-music-conducted-by-volodymyr-sirenko-tickets-1988909609181?aff=oddtdtcreator

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED
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Age UK Westminster are holding
a Community Fundraising Event VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED ON THE

on Friday 2 May, 3pm - 9pm at DAY TO SET UP, SELL RAFFLE TICKETS
st Marylebone Church, which AND SERVE REFRESHMENTS.

will bring together residents, )
businesses, and partners to raise Also, if you have any good raffle
vital funds for older people prizes that you would like to donate,

across Westminster. please do getin touch.

Please liaise with Emely Dlamini who is the Community
Chair and can be contacted via

Phone number Email address
07958 404 991 emelydlamini@gmail.com
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Celebrating our Birthdays



June Birthdays

8th - Annette Rieger
22nd - Diana Olar

23rd - Doug Wills

23rd - Alla Sirenko

24th - Sonica Beckmann
26th - Leo Bieling

30th - Louise Lau

If your name isn’t included, please reply to this email so we can celebrate you too.

Thank you

WELL-BEING UPDATE

If you or another member are feeling unwell, recovering, or have any other
updates to share such as Anniversary or Birthday, please get in touch with our
Almoner, Past President Vasi.

You can reach Vasi via phone or WhatsApp at 07940 312930, or by email at

| vasidaniel41@gmail.com




