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If you missed our last Club meeting….. 

  

 

 

A Memorable Address from Lord David Hunt: 50 Years in Parliamentary and 

Rotary Life 

Last Monday, the Rotary Club of London was honoured to welcome our 

distinguished member, Lord David Hunt of Wirral, for a truly memorable 

lunchtime address.        

Speaking under the title “Lord Hunt will reflect on an extraordinary 50 years 

in Parliamentary and Rotary life, drawing on his remarkable career in public 

service, government, law and leadership,” Lord Hunt took members and 

guests on a fascinating journey through five decades of public life.     

With warmth, humour and remarkable clarity, he recalled his first connection 

with the Rotary Club of London in 1974, when he was invited to speak as 

Chairman of the British Youth Council after receiving his MBE. From there, he 

reflected on his early legal career, his election to Parliament in 1976, and his 

many years serving on the front bench under Margaret Thatcher and later in 

senior government roles. 



Lord Hunt shared vivid memories from some of the defining moments of 

modern British political history, including the challenging economic climate 

of the 1970s, the Falklands War Cabinet, and his time as Minister for Coal 

during the miners’ strike. He spoke candidly about leadership, public 

responsibility, employment, and the importance of creating opportunities for 

communities facing change.               

A particularly powerful part of his address focused on the Seven Principles of 

Public Life, established by Lord Nolan: selflessness, integrity, objectivity, 

accountability, openness, honesty and leadership. Lord Hunt reminded us 

that these values remain essential in public service — and that selflessness 

lies at the heart of Rotary’s own motto: Service Above Self.      

Members also had the opportunity to ask questions on current public life, 

employment, communities affected by industrial change, and the rise of 

artificial intelligence. Lord Hunt responded with his characteristic insight and 

optimism, encouraging us to see technological change not only as a 

challenge, but also as an opportunity — provided that humanity, ethics and 

leadership remain at the centre.       

The meeting concluded with a very special moment as our President, 

Anahita, presented Lord Hunt with a Paul Harris Fellow recognition on 

behalf of the Rotary Club of London. This honour recognised his exceptional 

contribution to Rotary, his distinguished record of public service, and his 

friendship, guidance and support to our Club over many years.            

Having joined Rotary in 1975 and the Rotary Club of London in 2000, Lord 

Hunt has been a valued member of our Club for 26 years. His service as Vice 

President, his role during our centenary year, and his continued commitment 

to Rotary are deeply appreciated by all of us. 

We extend our warmest thanks and congratulations to Lord David Hunt for 

an inspiring address and for his outstanding example of leadership, service 

and dedication.                 

The meeting was very well attended, and we were delighted to welcome a 

number of distinguished visitors, including District Governor Adrian Faiers 

and Shirley Faiers, President Nahid Boethe and Charles Boethe from the 

Rotary Club of Harrow, President Onur Engin from the Rotary Club of the City 

of London, the President-Elect of the Rotary Club of Kensington and Chelsea, 

and His Excellency Paul Andrew Gomez, High Commissioner of The Bahamas. 



Their presence made the occasion even more special and reflected the 

strong fellowship across our Rotary community. 

During the meeting, certificates were also presented to Ian Balcombe, Doug 

Wills, Stuart Castledine, Eve Conway, Lord Hunt, Wally Wallis and Kiyohiko 

Tanaka in recognition of their years of service to Rotary and their continued 

commitment to Service Above Self. The certificates were kindly prepared by 

District Governor Adrian Faiers, and we are most grateful for this thoughtful 

gesture of recognition. 

 

Here are the photos:  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/Mdb6eLnWgcinkxPy9 

  

 

 

We are proud to welcome our two new members  

Arun Somanathan and Faisal Khalid 

  

https://photos.app.goo.gl/Mdb6eLnWgcinkxPy9


 

 

Celebrating Service and Fellowship                     

During the meeting, we were also delighted to celebrate two very special 

moments in the life of our Club. 

First, we were proud to present two Paul Harris Fellow recognition awards 

in honour of remarkable service to Rotary. The awards were presented to 

Lord David Hunt and to our Honorary Treasurer, Luxshman, in recognition of 

their outstanding commitment, dedication and contribution to Rotary and to 

the Rotary Club of London. Their service is a wonderful example of Rotary’s 

values in action.        

We also had the pleasure of celebrating David Johnson’s 80th birthday and 

recognising his remarkable service to the Rotary Club of London. David holds 

a very special place in our Club’s history as the only President of the Rotary 

Club of London to have served for two years. 

On behalf of all members, Past President Doug Wills shared warm words of 

appreciation, noting that David truly embodies the saying, “If you want 

something done, ask a busy man.” Doug reminded us how David generously 

accepted the responsibility of serving as President for two consecutive years 

— and did so brilliantly — while also contributing to many other 

organisations and commitments. 



We extend our warmest congratulations to Lord Hunt, Luxshman and David 

Johnson. Their service, leadership and friendship continue to inspire us all. 

                

  

  
 

     Members’ NEWS      

  

  
 

 

 

Community Chair, Emely Dlamini volunteered at Age UK Westminster’s 

 

Community Fundraising Event last week at St. Marylebone Church, which 

brought together residents, businesses, and partners to raise vital funds for 

older people across Westminster for an Evening of Music fundraising event. 

Thanks to the generosity of everyone who attended, donated, purchased 

raffle tickets, and supported the event, Age UK Westminster were delighted 



to share that they raised over £1,200 towards their work with older people 

across Westminster. 

The CEO of Age UK Westminster thanked the Rotary Club of London for our 

ongoing support in her opening speech. 

Our contribution helps to continue providing vital services that support older 

people facing loneliness, financial hardship, declining health, and other 

challenges. Every pound raised will help to make a meaningful difference in 

the lives of local older residents. 

  

  
 

 

 

 

Social Night Out: Love’s Labour’s Lost 

 

Join fellow Rotarians for a very special summer evening in the beautiful 

surroundings of St James’s Square Garden for a pre-show picnic followed by 

a lively outdoor performance of Shakespeare’s Love’s Labour’s Lost. 



This sparkling comedy of flirtation, foolishness and the irresistible pull of love 

promises to be a wonderful evening of fellowship, culture and fun. The 

performance usually sells out a couple of weeks before the event, so please 

book early to secure your place. 

The garden will open from 5.30pm, and members are invited to gather from 

then onwards for a bring-your-own picnic and drinks before the show. The 

performance will begin promptly at 7.00pm and is expected to finish at 

approximately 9.00pm. 

Seating is unreserved; however, if you let Stuart Castledine know once you 

have booked, he will do his best to reserve a block of seats together and 

secure a good spot for our picnic. 

 

Event details 

Date: Wednesday 8 July 2026 

Time: 5.30pm for a 7.00pm performance 

Venue: St James’s Square Garden, SW1Y 4LE 

Nearest Underground stations: Green Park and Piccadilly Circus 

Tickets: £35.60 each, including booking fee 

 

Book directly with Shakespeare in the Squares here: 

https://events.humanitix.com/loves-labours-lost-st-jamess-square-

1/tickets?widget=popup 

https://events.humanitix.com/loves-labours-lost-st-jamess-squa 

Location map: https://maps.app.goo.gl/QWtUXc1GuS6zMHtk8 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/QWtUXc1GuS6zMHtk8 

This event is open to Rotarians, visiting Rotarians, Rotaractors, friends and 

anyone interested in learning more about Rotary. 

For more information, or to let Stuart know that you have booked and will be 

coming along, please contact: Stuart Castledine 077 689 77 875 

 

Book now to guarantee your place — and join us for what promises to be a 

delightful summer evening of fellowship and Shakespeare under the stars. 

  

https://events.humanitix.com/loves-labours-lost-st-jamess-square-1/tickets?widget=popup
https://events.humanitix.com/loves-labours-lost-st-jamess-square-1/tickets?widget=popup
https://events.humanitix.com/loves-labours-lost-st-jamess-square-1/tickets?widget=popup
https://maps.app.goo.gl/QWtUXc1GuS6zMHtk8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/QWtUXc1GuS6zMHtk8


  
 

 

    Reminder: District Handover Lunch      

 

Sunday 5 July 2026 | 12:30 pm – 3:30 pm 

 

Rotarians are warmly invited to attend the District Handover Lunch, a special 

occasion marking the handover from 2025–26 District Governor Adrian 

Faiers to 2026–27 District Governor Sree Vallipuram. 

This is an important moment in the Rotary year and a wonderful opportunity 

to come together with members from across the District to celebrate 

leadership, fellowship and service. 

Clubs are also very welcome to hold their own Presidential Handover at the 

same venue, and may also use the occasion to induct new members. The 

presence of other clubs and District Officers will help make this a memorable 

and meaningful Rotary experience for all involved. 

The programme will include a short ten-minute talk by Hannah Feldman 

from Citizens UK. Rotary in London has also been invited to join a panel 

advising on a Summit planned for November 2026, focused on how best to 

support genuine refugees settling in the UK. 

 

    Venue: Leonardo Royal Hotel London City 

8–14 Cooper’s Row 

London EC3N 2BQ 

The hotel is approximately a three-minute walk from Tower Hill Station and is 

next to the Fenchurch Street Station exit on Cooper’s Row. 

     Lunch includes: 

Two-course banqueting meal: starter and main course 

Petit fours with tea or coffee 

Filtered water 

Cash bar available 



Price: £49 per person 

Registration opens: 16 May 2026 

Registration closes: 26 June 2026 

Registration link: https://www.rotaryinlondon.org/dh26/ 

https://www.rotaryinlondon.org/dh26/ 

For more information, please contact DGE Sree Vallipuram at 

sree.vallipuram@gmail.com. 

  

https://us.list-manage.com/Opi6LGBrLko?e=65e6d1f6b7&c2id=ef16a6501d9d4fdc1ebf1022657e52fa
https://www.rotaryinlondon.org/dh26/
mailto:sree.vallipuram@gmail.com


 

 

Here to book:  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/summer-orchestral-event-of-beautiful-

music-conducted-by-volodymyr-sirenko-tickets-

1988909609181?aff=oddtdtcreator 

  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/summer-orchestral-event-of-beautiful-music-conducted-by-volodymyr-sirenko-tickets-1988909609181?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/summer-orchestral-event-of-beautiful-music-conducted-by-volodymyr-sirenko-tickets-1988909609181?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/summer-orchestral-event-of-beautiful-music-conducted-by-volodymyr-sirenko-tickets-1988909609181?aff=oddtdtcreator


    A Letter of Thanks from Caritas Bakhita House 

We were very pleased to receive a heartfelt letter of thanks from Caritas 

Bakhita House, following the Rotary Club of London’s recent donation of 

£500. 

In the letter, Karen Anstiss, Head of Caritas Bakhita House, expressed 

sincere gratitude for the Club’s continued generous support. She explained 

that donations such as ours help provide women in their care with a safe and 

welcoming space, clean clothing, nourishing food, and compassionate people 

who are there to listen and support them.      

The letter also highlighted the wide range of personalised support offered to 

each woman, including medical care, help reconnecting with family, music 

and drama therapy, therapeutic counselling, English language learning, and 

skills development to help build a healthy and independent future.    

One past guest movingly described how Caritas Bakhita House helped her to 

heal, regain her dignity and strength, and rebuild hope for the future. 

We are proud that the Rotary Club of London is able to support such 

important, life-changing work. Thank you to all our members whose 

generosity and commitment to service make contributions like this possible. 

                     

  

  
 

         Best wishes to Mary Buchanan 

We send our very best wishes to Mary Buchanan for a full and speedy 

recovery. We are all thinking of her and look forward to welcoming her back 

when she is feeling better. 

  

  
 



 

 

     

 


