& Season’ s greetings to all.

UNITE
Rotary FOR
Club of London GOOD

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 20 December 2025

, L
; "\"‘\\u\l "

TR Y DY

S
.

- S -y

Many congratulations to everyone who supported our
Christmas Lunch &4 .

This beloved annual tradition turned into another record-breaking event
during my year as President. Thanks to the generosity of our fellow
Rotarians, distinguished guests, and friends, we welcomed a full house,
including Nine Past Presidents, and raised over £5,000 for our charitable
work amidst festive spirit, laughter, and celebration.
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My sincere thanks go to The Salvation Army Band and Grace 0'Malley for
their outstanding performances.

Huge appreciation and thanks ., to Immediate Vice President Gillian
Balcombe for her excellent organisation and the Christmas team & ,
District Governor Nominee and Past President Ian Balcombe, Honorary
Treasurer Luxshman Somanathan, Community Chair Emely Dlamini, Vice
President Elect Elisabeth Reyes, Sonica Beckmann, House Chair Tom
Swainland, Paul Wilson, Photographer and Past President Kiyohiko Tanaka,
as well as Past District Governor and Past President Clive Amos for their
invaluable support.

Special praise © must go to Past President Tim McAndrews, who once
again excelled in leading the auction T , and to those who generously
donated an exceptional array of auction items.

My thanks also go to Honorary Member and Past President Vasi Daniel for
her heartfelt tribute to our widows, whose presence and spirit are woven
into the very fabric of our Club = . To Past President Ken Standish for his
first visit to the club since the loss of his beloved wife, Eileen, Lord David
Hunt, and to District Governor Adrian Faiers and his wife Shirley for joining
us during a demanding period; to David Price and the Reliance Bank team
for their ongoing support; to Roberta and The Chesterfield Mayfair Hotel

& and their dedicated team for their excellent service.

And to the many Members, Officers, Council members, and Attendees who
stepped in wherever required.

On a personal note, I would like to thank my husband, Nigel Harris, for his
constant behind-the-scenes support, and my niece, Anahita Righy, for her
enthusiasm for our club and her generous offer to help whenever needed.

I am also grateful to Anne Wafula Strike MBE, who graciously accepted
the Honorary Membership of our prestigious Club, and to President-Elect
Judith Diment MBE for introducing her to our wonderful Rotary family.

We especially missed Past President Harry and Evette Simmonds, Monika
Bader, Margaret Pollock, Raj Siva, Sharmila Wijeyakumar, and Nina George,
among others, who could not be with us on the day but remained very much
in our hearts and minds.

What a splendid occasion and a fitting way to end the year ¥-.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Anahita Harris
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Here is the link to photos taken during our Christmas lunch meeting on
Monday 15 December 2025.
https://photos.app.goo.gl/kcadwDmfDaZelhKo9

Forthcoming Club lNMeetings and Events

We are back in January 2026

e January 5, 2026 - Lunch Meeting - Seamus Grant -
Major Gifts Officer RI Europe Africa Office, Zurich

e January 12, 2026 - Lunch Meeting - Past President Day
with Doug Wills as a speaker.

e January 19, 2026 - Lunch Meeting

e January 26, 2026 - Evening Meeting - Burns Supper
Pre-paid ticket only: https://www.tickettailor.com/
events/rotarycluboflondon2/1982370

All future lunch and dinner bookings will be prepaid only.

SAVE THE DATE

March 2, 2026 - International Women's Day

May 15 - 17, 2026 - Leonardo Da Vinci Awards, Florence
June 29, 2026 - Glass Boot Day

July 6, 2026 - Handover - New President

More events here : https://rotary-london.org/events/

A Reflection on Peace in Troubled Times » @

The recent tragic events in Australia remind us once again of the
heartbreaking reality that it is often innocent lives that are lost. People
who have no part in conflict or the beliefs that divide us, yet whose
families and loved ones are left to bear unimaginable sorrow. These
moments make us pause and reflect on life's fragility and the profound
responsibility we share to choose peace over division. Peacebuilding, one
of Rotary’s core areas of focus, has never been more important than it is
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today, and perhaps never more poignant than during this festive season
when thoughts naturally turn to love, kindness, and unity. As we look
forward to a new year, may we keep those who have suffered close to our
hearts, surround their families with compassion and prayers, and move
forward together with renewed hope, committed to creating a more
peaceful, compassionate, and harmonious world.

Anahita Harris
President
Rotary Club of London

¢ MEMBER®s NEWNS ¢

Anne llafula Strike MBE Inducted as an Honorary NMember

of Rotary Club of London

The Rotary Club of London was honoured to induct Anne Wafula Strike MBE
as Honorary Member last Monday.

Introducing Anne, PDG Judith Diment MBE said:

“It gives me great pleasure to welcome Anne, a British Paralympian racer
and polio advocate.

Anne was born in Kenya and contracted polio at the age of 2. In 2000 her



& Season’ s greetings to all.

5 of 8

family came to Britain and Anne was introduced to wheelchair racing and
she was the first person to represent her country at the Paralympics in
Athens.

Anne received British citizenship in 2006 and became a member of the Team
GB and competed for Great Britain. Anne is a past winner of My Story
competition, and she published her autobiography in 2010. In 2014 she was
awarded an MBE by HM Queen Elizabeth for services to disability, sport and
charity.

In 2020 Anne was appointed as a Special Envoy to the Commonwealth by
Secretary General Baroness Scotland.

I have known Anne for more than 20 years as we have worked together on
many polio advocacy events. Anne is a GPEI Polio Ambassador. I am
privileged to call Anne my friend and I am delighted to introduce her for
Honorary Membership of Rotary Club of London.”

Anne responded by saying:

“T am truly honoured to accept Honorary Membership of the Rotary Club of
London, Rotarians are my heroes — why? Rotary’s fight against polio began
with a project in the Philippines in 1979, and PolioPlus was officially
launched in 1985 leading to the broader Global Polio Eradication Initiative
in 1988.

Do you remember: the moon landing; the discovery of penicillin; the
invention of electricity; the ending of smallpox?? None of these
achievements were easy but creating a better world never is.

Polio has a devasting effect on individuals and communities, and it does
rob people of their livelihoods both directly through disability and
indirectly by hindering access to education, health care and job
opportunities. As a person disabled by polio, when I was two and half years
old, my family and I were ostracised and shunned from the village.

Now we all know, the key to the fight of eradication of this dreadful
disease is vaccinate and end polio. Rotarians have worked to protect all
children with polio vaccines and have successfully reduced cases by 99.9%.
We have the power to make history and end polio for good. Let us continue
to Unite for Good, create positive change, solve community needs, and
build a stronger generation and expand Rotary’s impact.”

A service = in loving memory of Bill Cowen will be held as follows:

Date: Monday, 22 December 2025

Time: 11:30 am

Venue: West Chapel, Croydon Crematorium
Mitcham Road, Croydon, CR9 3AT
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Following the service, all are warmly invited to a gathering at:
The Cowen Suite

Purley Sports Club

The Ridge, Purley

CR8 3PF

Please RSVP by email to: billandjoan23@btopenworld.com

The family kindly requests no flowers, but those who wish to make a donation in
Bill's memory are invited to contribute to the Alzheimer’s Society:
www.alzheimers.org.uk

ROTARY CLUB of LONDON

BURNS SUPPER

MONDAY, 26 JANUARY 2026
AT THE CHESTERFIELD MAYFAIR HOTEL
35 CHARLES STREET, LONDON W1J SEB
6.30 PM ARRIVAL FOR A7 PM START

Join us for one of our most cherished traditions as we celebrate the
birth of the renowned poet, the bard of Ayrshire, Robert Burns.

This popular annual event features a piper, a dancer, Scottish songs,
and a traditional three-course dinner, with haggis, neeps, and tatties
as the main course; a vegetarian option is available.

Enjoy a complimentary wee dram of whisky for those who wish,
and a reception drink on arrival.

Places are limited and will be offered on a first-come, first-served
basis. Please pre-book via the link below.

https://buytickets.at/rotarycluboflondon2/1982370
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Thank you for your support. We look forward to sharing this

wonderful evening with you.
Yours in Rotary,

President Anahita Harris

Celebrating our Birthdays

25 December: Raj Siva

28 December: Pratima Sharda
29 December: Evette Simmonds
1st January: Franco Colombo

If your name is d inc uded, please reply to this email so we can ¢ &brate y a too.

Thanky a

WELL-BEING UPDATE

If you or another member are feeling unwell,
recovering, or have any other updates to share
such as Anniversary or Birthday, please get in
touch with our Almoner, Past President Vasi
Daniel.

You can reach Vasi via phone or WhatsApp at
07940 312930, or by email at
vasidaniel41l@gmail.com.

Changes to your Newsletter
From January 2026, the newsletter will be sent
monthly.

Help Volunteers Needed
The communication team needs more
volunteers. Please contact me directly if
you know someone who can he interested.
elisabeth07816@gmail.com.

Elisabeth Reyes
RCL PI and Communication Chair
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