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In this special edition of the Rotary Club of London newsletter, we are
delighted to highlight the remarkable work of our two vibrant Rotaract
clubs: the Rotaract Club of London and the Rotaract Club of UCL.

Over the past year, both clubs have demonstrated exceptional commitment
to service, leadership development, international engagement and
community impact. From peacebuilding initiatives and sustainability
programmes to education projects and outreach supporting vulnerable
communities across London and beyond, their activities reflect the very
best of the Rotary spirit in action.

We are especially proud to see how Rotaractors are building strong
partnerships across Rotary networks, representing our district
internationally, and leading projects that respond thoughtfully to today’s
global challenges.

The Rotary Club of London remains fully committed to supporting both
clubs as they continue to grow, lead and inspire the next generation of
Rotary service leaders.

Rotaract Club of London Update

The Rotaract Club of London continues to strengthen its role as a dynamic
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platform for service, international collaboration and leadership
development across District 1130 and beyond.

A major highlight of the year has been the launch of the For Peace project,
an international initiative supporting young people in Ukraine through
media literacy, storytelling and communication training to help counter
misinformation and amplify youth voices affected by conflict. The campaign
has already generated strong engagement across Rotary networks and
raised over £1,000 through its awareness pin initiative.

The club also hosted a sold-out Christmas Soirée at PLATFORM Marylebone,
bringing together Rotaractors, Rotarians, partners and supporters while
officially launching the For Peace campaign and welcoming new members
into the organisation.

Looking ahead, the club is preparing the Peace in Practice Leadership
Forum (April 2026), which will bring together leaders from technology,
governance and conflict advisory sectors to explore the role institutions
play in shaping global stability.

Locally, Rotaractors continue to demonstrate strong commitment to
community service through:

e Regular outreach with Sant’Egidio’s Rounds of Friendship

» Sustainability initiatives including Give & Take Day at St Giles’
Cripplegate

e Participation in End Polio Now fundraising through the 02 climb

* NHS blood donation initiatives

e and environmental impact through the Plant With Purpose tree-
planting programme, with over 200 trees already planted this year.

Internationally, members represented the club at REM Utrecht, REM Skopje,
and global Rotaract events including participation in an international
Uganda visit and the UNESCO Forum on the Future of International
Organisations.

Alongside service activity, the club continues to invest in member
development through structured orientation programmes introducing
Rotaractors to Rotary pathways, leadership opportunities such as RYLA,
and global grant engagement routes.

To explore the full Rotaract Club of London activities presentation,
please click on the image below:
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PROJECT LAUNCH &
CHRISTMAS SOIREE

In December 2025 we hosted a sold-out Christmas
Soirée at PLATFORM Marylebone, bringing together
Rotaractors, Rotarians, partners and friends for an

evening of celebration and connection.

The event combined a festive setting with purpose.
Alongside welcoming new members, the club officially

launched For Peace international project.

The soirée marked both a community celebration and a
meaningful step forward in the club’s commitment to

peacebuilding and international collaboration.

Rotaract UNITE FOR GOOD

Rotaract Club of UCL update

Over the past year, the Rotaract Club of UCL has grown from 8 founding
members to 23 active members an expansion that speaks not only to rising
interest, but to a community steadily defining its purpose despite
operating without formal university affiliation.

The club’s work has been guided by a commitment to pair immediate
service with sustained engagement.

In Camden, a continuing partnership with Kindle Corner in Somers Town has
focused on supporting children’s literacy in an area where educational
attainment remains comparatively low. Through regular sessions, members
have combined phonics and storytelling with wider themes of emotional
awareness, cultural understanding, and environmental responsibility. This
emphasis on continuity is reflected in the club’s response to food
insecurity and homelessness. Members have volunteered regularly with
food banks across Euston and Camden, including the Trussell Trust, while
also supporting Streets Kitchen in addressing the realities of
homelessness within the borough. & &% '

The Halloween initiative, “Trick Hunger, Treat Others,” delivered in
collaboration with the Rotaract Club of Westminster, brought together both
strong participation and a shared sense of responsibility. &
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In partnership with Kids in Mind, members also packaged over 1,000 gift
boxes for children in refuge over several months, later supporting the
charity at the UK's largest Toy Fair. T

Awareness and Advocacy

Alongside direct service, the club has sought to engage more deliberately
with awareness and advocacy.

A Breast Cancer Awareness campaign at UCL, recognised by CoppaFeel! and
featured on its front page, moved beyond raising awareness to encouraging
lasting behavioural change through the registration of participants for
regular health check reminders.

Members also spoke in a parliamentary session with the All-Party
Parliamentary Group on Freedom of Religion or Belief, and Dewa Trust
Foundation to support access to education for girls in Afghanistan. w __

Dialogue and Reflection

This outward focus has been complemented by a programme of dialogue and
reflection.

Conversations with speakers such as Sammer Walia, founder of Ripple of
Hope, explored structural issues including gender inequality and child
marriage, while interfaith dialogues, mental health discussions with UCL
Mankind, and events marking International Women’s Day created space for
thoughtful engagement alongside action. © @ &

Engagement with Rotary ©

Engagement with Rotary more widely has played an important role in
shaping the club’s development.

Members have attended various events such as the Rotary Summit in
Surrey, the Eastbourne Conference, the End Polio parliamentary and RIBI
training sessions. These experiences have strengthened both leadership
capacity and institutional understanding, supporting a transition towards
a more structured and sustainable model. 4|

International Engagement € 7«
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The year also marked a significant step in the club’s international
engagement.

Eight members represented UCL Rotaract at the Inter-Country Committees
Meeting and Rotary Forum at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, forming the
largest delegation from a single club despite being the youngest cohort
present.

Participation in discussions on global health systems, education, and
peacebuilding, and engagement with Rotary leadership, including President
Francesco Arezzo, highlighted the growing confidence with which the club
is beginning to situate its work within broader global conversations. « =

Current Priorities @

Current priorities include supporting education access for girls in
Afghanistan and developing partnerships such as with Girls on Bikes in
Lahore, while maintaining sustained engagement with local organisations
addressing education, homelessness, and food insecurity. LA 45 &

Girls’ Education in Afghanistan, Palace of Westminster
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Rotary Forum, UNESCO House
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