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Inspiration, Harmony, and Fellowship :

“Celebrating Peace Day Together® - @

On Monday, we gathered to celebrate the inspiring International Day of
Peace with an unforgettable event that filled our hearts with hope,
reflection, and inspiration. = %

&£ Our deepest gratitude goes to Past President Dr. Vasi Daniel for her
exceptional organisation in bringing together four remarkable speakers,
whose words were moving, thought-provoking, and profoundly uplifting.
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We were also overjoyed to welcome three new members into our club —
with open arms, warm hearts, and great excitement as we look forward to
sharing this fantastic Rotary journey together.

4 The serene notes of the harp, performed by Lila Konstantinova and
beautifully introduced by Alla Sirenko, added elegance and tranquillity to
the occasion, reminding us of the harmony that peace brings.

To all our fellow Rotarians, distinguished guests, and friends who
supported, volunteered, and helped make the event the brilliant success it
was — thank you! , . @

This Peace Day celebration served as a poignant reminder of the power of
unity, kindness, and community.

A special thanks also goes to Keith and Leticia Nickol for their ongoing
support of the club and for joining us at this memorable event. We
sincerely appreciate their continued friendship. == ®

With my very best wishes,
Anahita Harris
President, Rotary Club of London

Here is the link to photos taken during our Monday meeting on 22 September 2025 for
the record.
https://photos.app.goo.gl/gPVMv1pC14E9fVCBS

Welcome to our three new inductees (see below)
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Next Lunch Meeting: lMonday 29 September 2025

| NN £ oY SvHBPLY
a SSoy3al NawanLyY
at The Chesterfield Hotel, 35 Charles Street, Mayfair, London, W1J 5EB

Our speaker is
Judith Diment MBE, Vice-Pres dent of Rotary Club
of London

Judith Diment MBE is a dedicated
Rotarian and global advocate for
health, peace, and sustainability.
She is currently serving as Vice
Chair of the International
PolioPlus Committee (2023-2026),
continuing her long-standing
commitment to Rotary’s flagship
mission of polio eradication.

Judith is also:

e Chair of Rotary International’s Polio Eradication Advocacy Committee
UK PolioPlus National Advocacy Adviser

e Rotary Representative to the Commonwealth

e Board Director of ESRAG (2025-2028) - the Environmental
Sustainability Rotary Action Group

e Member of the Rotary Action Groups Advisory Council (2024-2026)

e Member of the Programs of Scale Committee & Working Group (2020-
2025)

Previously, Judith served as Dean of Rotary Representatives to the United
Nations (2020-2024), where she led Rotary’s engagement with
international institutions and partners.

A proud member of the Rotary Club of London, District 1130, Judith has also
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served as District Governor (2012-13, District 1090).

Her leadership across advocacy, health, sustainability, and diplomacy
reflects her enduring commitment to advancing Rotary’s mission of service
and global impact.

Please hook in the usual way with Tom Swainland by 5pm Thursday 24

September (tomswainland @ icloud. com)
Price £31.50 (to pay on the day)

IMPORTANT NOTICE : MEAL CHARGES : “Missed bookings"” at our regular Monday
meetings results in RCL receiving a £20 charge from the Chesterfied Hotel.

>> We ask all members for their cooperation. If you book your place and you are not
attending, you will be asked to pay £20 to RCL.

~# Rotary Club of London - International
Peace Day Event

" Monday, September 22nd, 2025

A Celebration of Peace and Unity
Congratulations to Past President Vasi Daniels for organising an inspiring meeting
attended by 66 Rotarians and guests to celebrate International Peace Day.
Vasi reminded us that the United Nations International Day of Peace, established in
1981, highlights the urgent need for non-violence, ceasefire, and cooperation across
borders.

This year'’s theme:
“Act Now for a Peaceful World” — a timely reminder that in times of global turbulence,
peacebuilding is more vital than ever.

Vasi said: “The demand for peace today is unparalleled. Conflict and warfare wreak
havoc, poverty and inequality grow, and climate change threatens us all. Yet every
one of us has the power to act. By uniting for good, by speaking out against violence,
respecting diversity, and fostering understanding, we build the foundation of peace.”

/A Inspiring Speakers
We were honoured to welcome four distinguished voices for peace:

&) H.E. Osman Topcagic
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Ambassador of Bosnia & Herzegovina, diplomat, academic, and recipient of the Ordre
National du Mérite.

He shared heartfelt reflections from Sarajevo, reminding us:

“Peace is not merely the absence of war - it is the presence of justice, dignity and
hope... Peace is not just possible — it is essential. And it begins with us, here, today.”

H.E. Dr. Iruthisham Adam

High Commissioner of the Republic of Maldives, leading voice for human rights, health,
and climate action.

She emphasised the existential challenges faced by small island states due to climate
change. © (.

% Dr. Rajni Rijal
President of The Women’s Council, dentist, researcher, and advocate for global health
and disability rights.
She urged:

“Act now - peace is not a passive word but a daily commitment to justice, equality,
dignity and wellbeing.”
She also shared her Council’s impactful work across Mongolia, Nepal, Malaysia, Sri
Lanka, and India.

Mr. Rashad Vahabzade

Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of Azerbaijan, career diplomat.

He spoke about the historic breakthrough peace treaty between Azerbaijan and
Armenia, following decades of conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh. /

Both countries hope to sign the full agreement by the end of 2025.

@ Rotary & Peacebuilding

Celebrating International Peace Day remains a cornerstone of the Rotary Club of
London’s calendar, reflecting one of Rotary’s key priorities: Peacebuilding & Conflict
Prevention.

A huge thank you and well done to Vasi Daniels for organising such an inspiring
and thought-provoking event.

— Judith Diment MBE

SAVE THE DATE

{201 f 9NVl (ia I § KISES/ DI SN (WY SxE{2 ™M c. !
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By kind invitation of recently admitted Rotarian Laila Gaber and Partick
Matthiesen, founder of the Matthiesen Gallery in 1978, a cultural social
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evening will be held on 22nd October 2025.

As well as the opporunity to view the splendid Italian painitngs in the
gallery, a musical interlude will be provided by cellist Ben Tarlton and
Laila/Patrick will talk to us about the art they deal in. Drinks and canapes
will be provided.

Pricing and full details are still to be decided, but please keep the date
free in your diaries at this stage.

Click these links for some further information about the Gallery » The
Matthiesen Gallery and Ben Tarlton Ben Tarlton - Cello | Home

Any enquiries to Stuart Castledine s_castledine@btinternet.com please.

Forthcoming Club lNMeetings and Events

September 27, 2025 - Evening IPP Dinner

September 29, 2025 - Lunch Meeting - RCL VP Judith Diment
October 6, 2025 - Lunch Meeting - Lee Gibbs - Deputy Assitant
Chief Officer - The Joint Civil Aid Corps

October 13, 2025 - Evening Meeting *updated

October 20, 2025 - Lunch Meeting - HE Mr. Ivan Romero Martinez -
Ambassador of Honduras to the UK
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October 27, 2025 - Lunch Meeting - The Rt Hon The Lord Soames
of Fletching

SAVE THE DATE

October 22, 2025 - Cultural social evening

October 25 & 26, 2025 - Easthourne District Conference
November 17, 2025 - Stanley Leverton Day

November 24, 2025 - International Men’s Day
December 15, 2025 - Christmas Lunch

January 26, 2026 - Burns Supper

March 2, 2026 - International Women's Day

May 15 - 17, 2026 - Leonardo Da Vinci Awards, Florence
May 27, 2026 - Charity Golf Day

June 29, 2026 - Glass Boot Day

July 6, 2026 - Handover - New President

More events here : https://rotary-london.org/events/

& MEMBER®s NEWNS @&

, AP - \
FLIGHT CLUB | #SOCIALDARTS

Social Night at Flight Club Victoria

14 people, including two visiting Rotarians from Italy and two potential new
members, spent an enjoyable evening paying darts, eating and drinking at Flight Club
Victoria on Thursday 18th September 2025.
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President Anahita placed some fantastic arrows, Annie Quaradeghini's grandson,
Gianluca, demonstrated great knowledge and ability of the game and potential
member Adi Gupta proved to be the consistent winner of games and was the overall
winner for the evening. Wally Wallis demostrated that he'd lost notne of the talent he
had when representing our Club in the arae darts competion. After two hours on the
Ochy the group retired to the open air garden for further fellowship. Overall a great,
different night, enjoyed by all.

Stuart Castledine

Fraternity Leader

On 23 September 2025, President Anahita attended the meeting of the
Rotaract Club of London. She was warmly welcomed by President Joaquim
Freitas, Co-Vice Presidents Iga Koprowska and Soham Sawant, Secretary
Kyle Fawkes, Ilayda Guzel, Alex Staddon, Kapi Kolombo, IPP Mark Strong,
Messaline Touré, Grace, Marc Maingot, among others. Also present was
Darini Vedarattiname, President of the Westminster International Rotary
Club. It was deeply inspiring to witness such dedicated young people
creating and engaging in meaningful projects with energy and vision. Many
congratulations to the team.















