
Arrival Ɵme 12.15pm
MeeƟng starts 12.40pm
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Social Evening at MaƩhiesen Gallery, St James's, SW1Y 6BU

Wednesday 22nd October 2025
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I just spent an inspiring four days at the Rotary FUSION conference in Brussels. The

conference replaced the separate Zone Institutes and brought together 1700 Rotarians from

100 countries across Europe, Middle East and Africa, and beyond. There were 90 Rotarians

from GB&I including DG Adrian Faiers and Shirley.

The theme FUSION symbolized the unification and convergence of several key elements

aimed at creating significant impact on the international stage. This name reflects a

groundbreaking message of newfound openness from Rotary International towards civil

society and the younger generation, inviting unprecedented collaboration like never before.

By bringing together Europe, Middle East and Africa, the summit strengthened

intercontinental ties, fostered mutual understanding, and promoted collaboration on shared

challenges such as polio eradication, sustainable development, peace, partnerships and

economic prosperity.

President Francesca Arezzo and President Elect Yinka Babalola gave keynote addresses, and

the sessions covered the Rotary Foundation, Economic and Community Development, and

Peace. The Polio eradication session included inspiring talks from Professor Pierre Van

Damme on how to prevent outbreaks; Professor Heidi Larson on vaccine hesitancy,

misinformation and outlined her important Global Listening Project. Dr Jamal Ahmed

Director for Polio at WHO gave an update on the programme.

I moderated a session and panel discussion on Global Health, the Future.  Speakers included

Emer Cooke , CEO of European Medicines Agency, Erica Geretsen, European Commission

and Dr Jamal Ahmed.

The entertainment included a wonderful concert with a classical ensemble called Caravan, and

gala dinner in the magnificent Automotor Museum.

This event was a pilot but it was a resounding success and everyone agree we should do it

again this way!

Judith Diment
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